
Sun 20th March 2022:  
3rd Sunday of Lent 
Today’s Collect 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory 
before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other 
than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
First Reading Isaiah 55: 1–9 
1 Ho, everyone who thirsts,   come to the waters; and 
you that have no money,   come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,   and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live.I will make 
with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure 
love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the 
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and 
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because 
of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. 6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake 
their way,  and the unrighteous their thoughts; let 
them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
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ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 63: 1–9 
 

Refrain:   My soul is athirst for God, even for the 
living God. 
 

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; •    
my soul is athirst for you. 
2  My flesh also faints for you, •  
as in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. 
3  So would I gaze upon you in your holy place, • 
that I might behold your power and your glory. 
4  Your loving-kindness is better than life itself •  
and so my lips shall praise you. 
5  I will bless you as long as I live •    
and lift up my hands in your name. 
 

My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God. 
 

6  My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and 
fatness, •    
and my mouth shall praise you with joyful lips, 
7  When I remember you upon my bed •    
and meditate on you in the watches of the night. 
8  For you have been my helper •    
and under the shadow of your wings will I rejoice. 
9  My soul clings to you; •    
your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 

My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God. 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10.1–13 
1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and 
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 6 
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so 



that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of 
them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 
play.’ 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of 
them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to 
serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends 
of the ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do 
not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing 
he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his voice. 
Harden not your hearts. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 
Gospel Luke 13: 1-9 
1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, ‘Do you 
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners 
than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as 
they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 
them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 
6 Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, “See here! 
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut 
it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” 8 He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one 
more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well 
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, 
the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Our Prayers are asked for: 
Those who have died recently in the Benefice:   Judith Cookson (Prestbury),    
Chris Gregory (Prestbury)   Lesley Price (Prestbury) and those who mourn their deaths.     
In addition:   Sam Harnett (Hailsham)  
 
 

Those to be prayed for in the Benefice:  William and his family,   Revd Elizabeth and 
Revd Howard, Father Paul, Zoe and family, Father George, Jo and Mateo,    
Please pray for my family: Klavdiia, Volodymyr, Volodoymr, Natalia, Danylo, Zakhar, 
Bogdan, Oksana and Nicolai and all people of Ukraine  Thank you from Tetyana 
 
 

In addition, those at St Mary’s:    Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Margaret,    Stephen,   
Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,   Sue,   Val,   Wendy,  John,   Roy,   Marion,   William,    
Charlotte,  David,   Jess,   Joshua and Jon,  Julia and family,   Colin and his 
children,   Jean,   Mikey,    Peter,    Revd Chris,   Diana.   Eileen,   Jeanne,   Mai,   
Sarah,   Andy,    Linda,    Paul,   John,   Kathryn and Mark,    Vera and Brian,   Dave and 
family,   Lilian,   Jake,    Debbie,   Linda,   Jackie,   Janet,   Tom & family,   Rita,   Shelley,  
Jo,   Lawrence,    Liz,   Christopher,   Margaret,  Nick,    Charlotte,   Phoenix,   Patricia,   
Alexandra,  David,  Elizabeth (child),  George,  Laura,  Maria,  Claire,   Baby Reuben and 
family,   Brigitte 
 
 

In addition those at St Nicolas:    Martyn,   Di (Granny Owl),   Father Howard,   April,   
Emma and Alec,   Andy,   Pastor Darvin,  Joan 
 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
George Cooper,   Raymund Waker,   Arthur Best,   Lone Grove 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
21st James Armstrong,   George Birch,   Eliza Yandell,   Aubrey Nichols, 

Kathleen Greenfield,   Cynthia Cooke 
22nd Edith Cheesman,   Thomas Harris,   William Makin,  Joan Dagley,   

Doris Barrington  
23rd David Stacey,   Joyce Pilch,   Elizabeth Harrison, Dorothy Henderson,  

Ida Evans,   Bill Woods,   Harry Hartley, priest,   Catherine Dow,   
Joyce Houghton,   Kenneth Harvey,   Barry Spencer 

24th Emily Bowles,   Lily Cumming,   Emily Barnes,  Elizabeth Taylor,   
Kitty Thomas,   David Axton 

25th Leonard Ayres,   Sylvia Pearson,   Aubrey Palmer,  Maria Gross  
26th David Harries,   Virginia McKenzie,   Marion Wright,  Kathleen Humphries,   

Cissie McCarthy,   Jean Russell,   Frank Powell,   Margaret Reeves 
 

 
In addition, those at All Saints:   Sandra and her daughter,  Josephine, Mark,   Nicola,  
June,  Sasha,   Shari,    Baby George and his family,   John,   Elsie,   Anne,   Kath,   Dot,  
Mick,    Michael and Caroline ,   Reg,   Carmen,   Byron and family,   Amanda  
 



If you or someone else would like to be added to the prayer list for a period of three 
months, speak to a  member of clergy or a church warden, or contact Kate directly on  

admin@northchelt.org.uk or 01242 244373. 

 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
22nd Norah Bond,    Jean Jones 
25th Virginia McKenzie,    Harold Phips 
26th Stella Surman 
 

In addition, those at St Lawrence:  Rose,    Jackie,   Mala,    Rose,   John,    Glenis,  
William,  Isabella, Sofia,  Kathryn and Judy,   Ann,   Hazel,   Leocadia,    Claire 
 

In addition, those at St Mary Magdalene:  Harold,    Nerys,   Soo and Ray,    
Kathleen,  Sally,   Michelle,   Hilary,   Lilian,  Peter 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember 
for all those who live in Riverway, Russell Place, Russell Street and Runnings Road (St 
Lawrence and St Peter’s) and Lowdilow Lane (Elmstone Hardwicke with Uckington) 
 
 

Those to be baptised in the Benefice: 
Cecelia Walker on Sunday 20th March at 1330 at St Mary’s 

Abigail Mitchinson (adult) and  
Isabella Mitchinson on Sunday 27th March at 1330 at St Mary’s 

Thomas Cameron and India Cameron on Sunday 10th April at 1330 at St Nicolas 
 

Those preparing to be married: 
Alistair Nichols and Catherine Bovenizer from the parish of St Mary’s, Prestbury 

due to be married at St Peter and St Paul, Northleach 
Jonathan Curtis and Maria Smith from the parish of St Mary’s, Prestbury 

due to be married at St John Baptist Church, Elmore 
Nicholas Wratten and Carla Burgess from the parish St Michael’s Bishops Cleeve 

due to be married at St Mary’s, Prestbury 
 

Oliver Mallory and Jessica Osborne from the parish of St Mary’s, Prestbury 
due to be married at Oxenton Church,  

Flowers at St Nicolas enjoying 
the sun.  Kate 



 *   TEAM  NOTICES    * 

DATES FOR DIARIES— 
 

Sunday 27th March 2022—Mothering Sunday 
We have invited all families for whom we have carried out a baptism, wedding or a 
funeral to our usual Sunday morning services to celebrate Mothering Sunday, as 
well as including an invitation to our Easter services (details of which will be in the 
News Sheet soon) 
 

NEXT TEAM SERVICES 
Our next team services will be the ‘From Darkness into Light’ service held at four of 
our churches—please see below for details. 

FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT   
A time for personal and collective reflection in a candle lit space 
with singing and music from the tradition of Taizé 
This special service will be held four times across the 
churches in the North Cheltenham Team during Lent.  It will be 
held on a Sunday at 6.30 pm.   
The first of these was at St Mary’s last week.   
Dates for the following weeks are: 
Sunday 20th March at St Lawrence at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 27th March at All Saints at 6.30pm 
Sunday 3rd April at St Nicolas at 6.30 pm (this is the service that was postponed 
from Sunday 6th March due to Covid). 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 
Linda will be running another Basic Awareness safeguarding training session at St 
Nicolas Church on Thursday 24th March at 2.00 pm. This is now a requirement for 
all who volunteer in the following roles. 
PCC member 
Sidespeople 
Choir members 
Flower arrangers 
Bellringers 
Servers 
Welcomers 
This will be followed up after Easter with the Foundation unit for those for whom it 
is appropriate  



LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH 
Wednesday 23rd March 2022—10.00 am—12.00 noon and 7.30 pm—9.30 pm 
If you would like to find out more and book online then please check out  
www.northchelt.org.uk/LLF or contact Revd Tom on 07539 551 398 
You can also find out more by watching this YouTube introduction video from the 
Church of England. 

Prayers for Peace for Ukraine 
Thank you to all who attended this service at 
The Busgate on Starvehall Farm estate on 
13th March.  (Photos sent in by Camilla) 

TENT OUT FOR LENT 
Tent out for Lent started last Saturday evening at 19.00 at St 
Mary Magdalene Church, there was a prayer vigil until 
21.00 ,after which I slept out in my tent until Sunday morning. 
There will have been another vigil and night of sleeping in the tent by the time you 
are reading this pew sheet. I am doing this to raise money for the Ukrainian people 
and refugees. This will be continuing at St Mary Magdalene for all the Saturdays in 
Lent, being  19th March, 26th March and 2nd April. 
The prayer vigil is something that you can come to any time 
between 7.00pm and 9.00pm and stay along as you want. We are 

hoping to get the money directly to where it is 
needed. The idea is developing as time goes on. 
Please check the pew sheet each week. I can be contacted on 07771 
792865 for any further information. Ian R  
 

If you would like to donate, there are buckets available at our churches, or you can 
go online at  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tentoutforlent 



Some personal prayer requests, names altered: 
 
Please pray today for … 
… the safety of John and Julia (the Chinese/Ukrainian 
couple). They are in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine, and have 
been staying near the airport. Julia wrote and said there 
are missiles and bombings close to them. They are scheduled to leave on a train 
Tuesday (today in Ukraine) for Poland. Please pray for safety as they get to the 
train station and as they ride the train through Ukraine to the border. Pray also that 
their border crossing would go smoothly. In Poland they need to have some of 
John’s documents updated and then they will move on toward Switzerland where a 
Chinese church is ready to welcome them. 
 

… the safety of Alex’s aunts, uncles, cousins, and his cousins’ young children, still in 
Kharkiv and nearby suburbs, as well as friend Andy and Pastor David in Kharkiv. 
Cousin Oliver wrote today (Monday) that the bombing is very strong, and again the 
northern aggressor has been given orders to take over Kharkiv in two days. 
 

… our neighbours in the village. PRAISE GOD that they were finally able to partially 
charge their phone with a little electricity from another neighbour’s small 
generator. They are alive and the village has not had much fighting yet. (To the east 
and south, toward the city, there has been heavy fighting.) For two weeks and 
counting they have been without electricity, heating, and running water. The third 
day of the war, Anna (our neighbour and mother of seven children) came down with 
a high fever. She had COVID and then pneumonia (probably because they’ve had 
no heat and it is still below freezing most days). The children also got COVID but 
only as a typical cold. We are so grateful Anna is mostly better now and that we 
were able to have brief connection with them. Pray for their dwindling food supply 
to stretch until food is able to come to the village. 
 

… the family with ten adopted kids. PRAISE GOD they are safely in Germany. “This 
is heaven on earth!” wrote mother Nadine after they were able to have showers for 
the first time in a week and got to sleep in rooms with only their family members 
(during the week-long journey they slept sitting on crates in the corridor of a train 
and in a huge warehouse room with over 100 other refugees). 
 

Sent to Sarah Jones, by her sister who used to work for Wycliffe Bible translators.  
She worked in Russia for a while. 
 

Please see their News Sheet for more information: 
https://mcusercontent.com/4842b9b2f8c7c51326f9158e3/files/6d5460a4-871a-7447
-e7d5-4a08a09d7d37/Poltava_support_letter.pdf 
 

Copies of this will be printed and in our churches for those who can’t access the 
internet. 



EVENING PRAYER AT ST MARY’S 
From the beginning of March we will go back to holding our Evening Prayer 
service in St Mary’s, with the exception of the first Sunday of each month which 
will continue to be held at Capel Court.  Therefore from Sunday 6th March our 
evening services will be: 
First Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at Capel Court at 6.30pm 
Second Sunday of the month: Benediction at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
Third Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
Fourth Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30 pm 
Fifth Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
(if applicable) 

Once more we would like to ask for your 
continued valued support by donating posies 
for our Mums for these services.  All posies 
can be delivered to St Mary's on the morning 
of Saturday 26th March 2022, where you can 
place them in containers by the font.   
 
For those who have never been involved 
before, but would like to take part, for further 
information contact Rosalind Waters on 
07900 675747 or on Celebrate! Facebook.  

MOTHERING SUNDAY AT ST MARY'S – 27th March 2022 
Breakfast Celebrate! at 9.00 am at St Mary’s Infant School 
Eucharist at 11.00 am at St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

*   ST MARYS   * 

BREAKFAST CELEBRATE!   
Breakfast Celebrate’: an informal family service, with puppets and modern songs. 
Breakfast and social chat from 9.00am with a half hour service at 9.30am.  Hot and 
cold drinks provided, but it would be helpful if people could bring their own mug/
cup for their hot drink.  A  chance to get to know local families and relax! We are 
now back in St Mary’s Infants School Hall.. Would love to know if you plan to 
come - please email matt.allison@northchelt.org.uk  Hope to see you there! 



*   ST LAWRENCE   * 
The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is 
available on the Parish Council's website - www.swindonparish.org.uk 

EXPERIENCE EASTER 
St Lawrence is looking for volunteers to help tell the Easter story to 
children from Swindon Village School on Tuesday 5th April & 
Wednesday 6th April. 
There will be four sessions each day, three each in the morning and 
one after lunch.  This is something always enjoyed by the children. It 
will be good to get it up running again as Covid stopped us holding 
Experience Easter for the last two years.  For more details please contact:  
May Shurmer on  01242 241033 or email: bmshurmer@btinternet.com  or  
Karen Evans on 01242 241678 or email karen.j.evans@outlook.com    

Wednesdays in Lent @ All Saints 
5.45 pm - Stations of the Cross 
6.30 pm - Said Mass (Traditional language) 

*   ALL SAINTS   * 

* ST NICOLAS   * 

PLANT & CAKE SALE AT ST NICOLAS. 
We shall be holding a Plant & Cake sale at St Nicolas on 
Saturday May 14th. from 2pm. Refreshments will also be on 
sale. 
Please bring any contributions along in the morning from 
10.30 onwards. Seedlings, cuttings, mature plants, cakes & 
traybakes will be gratefully appreciated....as will your 
attendance from 2pm to buy them all back again! 
 

It is planned to offer refreshments during the afternoon.  Enquiries: 528543 

WELCOME ON WEDNESDAY 
We shall be re-starting Welcome on Wednesday, with our first gathering on 20th 
April. There will be home-made cake, tea or coffee and the chance to meet friends 
and talk. There are many people who have missed this time for a friendly chat , so 
please come along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

 
We hold these gatherings each third Wednesday 
in the month, at 2.30 pm, in the coffee room. 
See you soon? 



Regular Coffee & Chat Focus 

First Friday of the month Coffee Chat Board games and knitting group 

Second Friday of the month Bingo/Beatle, Board games and knitting group 

Third Friday of the month Knit and Natter with Traidcraft stall – knitting for 
Gloucester Royal hospital neonatal Unit and twiddle 
muffs for dementia Care homes or your own  
knitting 

Fourth Friday of the month Meet a local Parish Counsellor and ask your ques-
tions 

When there is a fifth Friday Charity Coffee and Chat 
  

COFFEE, CHAT ++  
EVERY FRIDAY      10.00 am until 12.00  
At Prestbury URC, Deep Street, Prestbury 

Extras Event 

8 April 2022 Easter Special including chocolate Tombola 

15 April 2022 Good Friday – short service followed by coffee, tea 
and hot cross buns 

Let others know what you have been doing. 
Email your pictures to news@northchelt.org.uk 

Last weekend, Mark and I went to Morecambe, 
where I ran Parkrun along the sea front and past 
the statue of Eric Morecambe—had to be done!  

Kate 

The church office is open Mon—Fri 9-12 noon 
01242 244373   admin@northchelt.org.uk 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES TO THE NEWSLETTER IS 1200 EACH WEDNESDAY 
To receive this newsletter electronically, go to www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings, contact the office or phone 01242 244877 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
MONDAY 21st MARCH Thomas Cranmer, archbishop, Reformation martyr, 1556 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer       St Mary’s 
1000-1130  Prestbury Urchins (Mother and Toddler Group) Prestbury URC 
1130 Burial of Ashes of Marlene Crook St Mary Magdalene 
 

TUESDAY 22nd MARCH  
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer      St Mary’s 
1000 Eucharist followed by coffee St Nicolas  
1030 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 
1030 Chatterbox St Lawrence 
1930 Bellringers practice  St Mary’s 
 

WEDNESDAY 23rd MARCH  
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer  St Mary’s 
0945 Bible Study 320 Prestbury Road 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer   St Lawrence 
1000-1200  Living in Love and Faith St Nicolas 
1130 Memorial Service for Lyubov Fox and Burial of Ashes St Mary Magdalene 
1745 Stations of the Cross All Saints 
1830 Said Mass   All Saints 
1930 Musica Vera rehearsal St Mary’s 
1930-2130  Living in Love and Faith  St Nicolas 
 

THURSDAY 24th  MARCH Walter Hilton, mystic, 1396 
 Paul Couturier, priest, ecumenist, 1953 
 Oscar Romero, archbishop, martyr, 1980 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer—St Mary’s 
1030 Eucharist followed by coffee St Mary’s 
1115 Said Mass followed by coffee All Saints 
1400 Basic Safeguarding Training St Nicolas 
 

FRIDAY 25th  MARCH Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Coffee, Chat ++ Prestbury URC 
1115 Burial of Ashes of Peggy Holland  Cheltenham Crematorium 
 

SATURDAY 26th MARCH  
 Harriet Monsell, founder of the Community of St John the Baptist, 1883 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer  St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer  All Saints 

To watch streamed services, follow one of these links: 
Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
https://www.northchelt.org.uk/online-services 


