
Sun 13th March 2022:  
2nd Sunday of Lent 
Today’s Collect 
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the 
light of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into 
the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject 
those things that are contrary to their profession, and 
follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading Genesis 15.1–12, 17–18 
1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram 
in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram said, ‘O Lord 
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram 
said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 
in my house is to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of the Lord 
came to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir.’ 5 He brought him 
outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, 
‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the 
Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
7  Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you 
from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
possess.’ 8 But he said, ‘O Lord God, how am I to know 
that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer 
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three 
years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’ 10 He 
brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each 
half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 
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two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, Abram drove them away.  
12  As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended 
upon him.  
17  When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 
smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed between 
these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates,  
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 27 
 

Refrain:   The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
      whom then shall I fear? • 
   The Lord is the strength of my life; 
      of whom then shall I be afraid? 
2  When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, 
      came upon me to eat up my flesh, • 
   they stumbled and fell. 
3  Though a host encamp against me, 
      my heart shall not be afraid, • 
   and though there rise up war against me, 
      yet will I put my trust in him. 
4  One thing have I asked of the Lord 
      and that alone I seek: • 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
      all the days of my life, 
5  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord • 
   and to seek his will in his temple. 
6  For in the day of trouble 
      he shall hide me in his shelter; • 
   in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me 
      and set me high upon a rock. 
7  And now shall he lift up my head • 
   above my enemies round about me; 
8  Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation 
      with great gladness; • 
   I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 
9  Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; • 
   have mercy upon me and answer me. 
10  My heart tells of your word, ‘Seek my face.’ • 
   Your face, Lord, will I seek. 



11  Hide not your face from me, • 
   nor cast your servant away in displeasure. 
12  You have been my helper; • 
   leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
13  Though my father and my mother forsake me, • 
   the Lord will take me up. 
14  Teach me your way, O Lord; • 
   lead me on a level path, 
      because of those who lie in wait for me. 
15  Deliver me not into the will of my adversaries, • 
   for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
      and those who breathe out violence. 
16  I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord • 
   in the land of the living. 
17  Wait for the Lord; 
      be strong and he shall comfort your heart; • 
   wait patiently for the Lord. 
 

Second Reading Philippians 3.17—4.1 
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their 
god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. 4.1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long 
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his voice. 
Harden not your hearts. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory 
 

Gospel Luke 13.31–end 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.’ 32 He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because 
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.” 34 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you 
will not see me until the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord.” ’ 
 



Our Prayers are asked for: 
Those who have died recently in the Benefice:   James Hooper (Swindon 
Village),  Judith Cookson (Prestbury)  and those who mourn their deaths.     
In addition:   Shirley Brees (Bristol)  Sam Harnett (Hailsham)  
 

Those to be prayed for in the Benefice:  William and his family,   Revd Elizabeth 
and Revd Howard, Father Paul, Zoe and family, Father George, Jo and Mateo,    
Please pray for my family: Klavdiia, Volodymyr, Volodoymr, Natalia, Danylo, Zakhar, 
Bogdan, Oksana and Nicolai and all people of Ukraine  Thank you from Tetyana 
 

In addition, those at St Mary’s:    Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Margaret,    Stephen,   Gerald,   
Lorraine,   Pamela,   Sue,   Val,   Wendy,  John,   Roy,   Marion,   William,    Charlotte,  
David,   Jess,   Joshua and Jon,  Julia and family,   Colin and his children,   Jean,   Mikey,    
Peter,    Revd Chris,   Diana.   Eileen,   Jeanne,   Mai,   Sarah,   Andy,    Linda,    Paul,   
John,   Kathryn and Mark,    Vera and Brian,   Dave and family,   Lilian,   Jake,    Debbie,   
Linda,   Jackie,   Janet,   Tom & family,   Rita,   Shelley,  Jo,   Lawrence,    Liz,   
Christopher,   Margaret,  Nick,    Charlotte,   Phoenix,   Patricia,   Alexandra,  David,  
Elizabeth (child),  George,  Laura,  Maria,  Claire,   Baby Reuben,   Brigitte 
 

In addition those at St Nicolas:    Martyn,   Di (Granny Owl),   Father Howard,   April,   
Emma and Alec,   Andy,   Pastor Darvin,  Joan 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Henrietta Lancaster, Vera Oates,  Dorothy Yiend,  Eveline Jackson,  Rosa Robertson 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
14th Dame Mary Gabrielle OSB,    Jeanne Holman,   Elizabeth Cunningham,  

Joan Wilkinson,   Muriel Jones,    Donald Bott,   Betty Berry  
15th Augusta Maynard,   Ada Gingell,    Thomasina Irving,   Hilda Fielder,    

Cyril Palmer,    Michael Mason, priest,   Phyllis Greening,   Thomas Kirkby,    
Anthony Simms,    Robert Griffin,    William Huyton,   Megan Biggs,   
Iris Harding,   Stephen Murton 

16th Mary Bellchambers,    Thomas Mills,   Dorothy Johnson,  Violet Stevens 
17th Timothy Neale,   Jeff Dewar,   Ivy Upstone,   Kathleen Boston,    

Lynda Ahearne  
18th Winifred Baghot de la Bere,   Walter Arkell,    Norah Nixon,   Dulcie Porter,   

Marjorie Harris,   Enid Philllipson,    

Post Communion Prayer 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
       CCL Licence no.  172119 



If you or someone else would like to be added to the prayer list for a period of three 
months, speak to a  member of clergy or a church warden, or contact Kate directly on  

admin@northchelt.org.uk or 01242 244373. 

19th William Bucks, priest,   Ann Bennett,  Reginald Peters,  Graham Loveridge,   
Gordon Custerson,   Michael Smith 

 

In addition, those at All Saints:   : Sandra and her daughter,  Josephine, Mark,   Nicola,  
June,  Sasha,   Shari,    Baby George and his family,   John,   Elsie,   Anne,   Kath,   Dot,  
Mick,    Michael and Caroline ,   Reg,   Carmen,   Byron and family,   Amanda  
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today:  
Thomas Marlow 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
14th Doris Austin 
16th Eleanor Smith,   Anne Best 
17th Colin Hine,    Beryl Finch 
18th Sidney Williams,    Norah Nixon 
19th Reginald Peters,    Elizabeth James 
 

In addition, those at St Lawrence:  Rose,    Jackie,   Mala,    Rose,   John,    Glenis,  
William,  Isabella, Sofia,  Kathryn and Judy,   Ann,   Hazel,   Leocadia,    Claire 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
15th Lesley O’Donnell-Kerr 
17th John Worgan 
 

In addition, those at St Mary Magdalene:  Harold,    Nerys,   Soo and Ray,    
Kathleen,  Sally,   Michelle,   Hilary,   Lilian,  Peter 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember 
for all those who live in Mandarin Way, Manor Court, Manor Road and Marsh Close (St 
Lawrence and St Peter’s) and Cooks Lane (Elmstone Hardwicke with Uckington) 
 

Those to be baptised in the Benefice: 
Cecelia Walker on Sunday 20th March at 1330 at St Mary’s 

Abigail Mitchinson (adult) and  
Isabella Mitchinson on Sunday 27th March at 1330 at St Mary’s 

 
Those preparing to be married: 

Alistair Nichols and Catherine Bovenizer from the parish of St Mary’s, Prestbury 
due to be married at St Peter and St Paul, Northleach 

Jonathan Curtis and Maria Smith from the parish of St Mary’s, Prestbury 
due to be married at St John Baptist Church, Elmore 

Nicholas Wratten and Carla Burgess from the parish St Michael’s Bishops Cleeve 
due to be married at St Mary’s, Prestbury 



 *   TEAM  NOTICES    * 

 

DATES FOR DIARIES— 
 

Wednesday 9th March 2022 
Candlelit Celtic Communion at St Mary Magdalene at 7.00 pm 
 

Sunday 27th March 2022—Mothering Sunday 
We will be inviting all families for whom we have carried out a baptism, wedding or 
a funeral to our usual Sunday morning services to celebrate Mothering Sunday. 
 

NEXT TEAM SERVICES 
Our next team services will be the ‘From Darkness into Light’ service held at four of 
our churches—please see below for details. 

FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT   
A time for personal and collective reflection in a candle lit space 
with singing and music from the tradition of Taizé 
This special service will be held four times across the 
churches in the North Cheltenham Team during Lent.  It will be 
held on a Sunday at 6.30 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
The first of these services  will now take place at St Mary’s on Sunday 13th  March 
at 6.30pm—although this is subject to change due to Covid, please keep an eye on 
the website, social media and the News Sheet. 
Dates for the following weeks are: 
Sunday 20th March at St Lawrence at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 27th March at All Saints at 6.30pm 

Due to Covid, the first service that was due to take 
place at St Nicolas on 6th March was postponed 

and will take place in the future, one evening mid 
week during Lent, date and time to be confirmed. 

LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH 
Wednesday 16th March 2022—NOT ON 
Wednesday 23rd March 2022—10.00 am—12.00 noon and 7.30 pm—9.30 pm 
If you would like to find out more and book online then please check out  
www.northchelt.org.uk/LLF or contact Revd Tom on 07539 551 398 
You can also find out more by watching this YouTube introduction video from the 
Church of England. 





EVENING PRAYER AT ST MARY’S 
From the beginning of March we will go back to holding our Evening Prayer 
service in St Mary’s, with the exception of the first Sunday of each month which 
will continue to be held at Capel Court.  Therefore from Sunday 6th March our 
evening services will be: 
First Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at Capel Court at 6.30pm 
Second Sunday of the month: Benediction at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
Third Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
Fourth Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30 pm 
Fifth Sunday of the month: Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
(if applicable) 

*   ST MARYS   * 

BREAKFAST CELEBRATE!   
Breakfast Celebrate’: an informal family service, with puppets and modern songs. 
Breakfast and social chat from 9.00am with a half hour service at 9.30am.  Hot and 
cold drinks provided, but it would be helpful if people could bring their own mug/
cup for their hot drink.  A  chance to get to know local families and relax! We are 
now back in St Mary’s Infants School Hall.. Would love to know if you plan to 
come - please email matt.allison@northchelt.org.uk  Hope to see you there! 

TENT OUT FOR LENT 
Tent out for Lent started last Saturday evening at 19.00 at St 
Mary Magdalene Church, there was a prayer vigil until 
21.00 ,after which I slept out in my tent until Sunday morning. 
There will have been another vigil and night of sleeping in the tent by the time you 
are reading this pew sheet. I am doing this to raise money for the Ukrainian people 
and refugees. This will be continuing at St Mary Magdalene for all 
the Saturdays in Lent, being 

12th March, 19th March, 26th March and 2nd 
April. 
The prayer vigil is something that you can come to 
any time between 7.00pm and 9.00pm and stay 

along as you want. We are hoping to get the money directly to where it is needed. 
The idea is developing as time goes on. Please check the pew sheet each week. I 
can be contacted on 07771 792865 for any further information. Ian R  



PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINES  
magazine is 
published on the last Sunday of the month. Copy may be sent in a clearly marked 
envelope to 
Cheltenham, GL52 5LN or by email to magazine@prestbury.net. The theme for 
the Prestbury magazine for March is 

Once more we would like to ask for your 
continued valued support by donating posies 
for our Mums for these services.  All posies 
can be delivered to St Mary's on the morning 
of Saturday 26th March 2022, where you can 
place them in containers by the font.   
 
For those who have never been involved 
before, but would like to take part, for further 
information contact Rosalind Waters on 
07900 675747 or on Celebrate! Facebook.  

MOTHERING SUNDAY AT ST MARY'S – 27th March 2022 
Breakfast Celebrate! at 9.00 am at St Mary’s Infant School 
Eucharist at 11.00 am at St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINES  The deadline for the next 
Prestbury parish magazine is Sunday 13th March 2022.  Prestbury 
Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the 
month. Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury 
Parish Magazine’ 2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 
5LN or by email to magazine@prestbury.net. The theme for the 
Prestbury magazine for April is ‘Penfriends’. 

* ST NICOLAS   * 

PLANT & CAKE SALE AT ST NICOLAS. 
We shall be holding a Plant & Cake sale at St Nicolas on 
Saturday May 14th. from 2pm. Refreshments will also be on 
sale. 
Please bring any contributions along in the morning from 
10.30 onwards. Seedlings, cuttings, mature plants, cakes & 
traybakes will be gratefully appreciated....as will your 
attendance from 2pm to buy them all back again! 
 

It is planned to offer refreshments during the afternoon.  Enquiries: 528543 



Regular Coffee & Chat Focus 

First Friday of the month Coffee Chat Board games and knitting group 

Second Friday of the month Bingo/Beatle, Board games and knitting group 

Third Friday of the month Knit and Natter with Traidcraft stall – knitting for 
Gloucester Royal hospital neonatal Unit and twiddle 
muffs for dementia Care homes or your own knit-
ting 

Fourth Friday of the month Meet a local Parish Counsellor and ask your ques-
tions 

When there is a fifth Friday Charity Coffee and Chat 
  

COFFEE, CHAT ++  
EVERY FRIDAY      10.00 am until 12.00  
At Prestbury URC, Deep Street, Prestbury 

Extras Event 

8 April 2022 Easter Special including chocolate Tombola 

15 April 2022 Good Friday – short service followed by coffee, tea 
and hot cross buns 

*   ST LAWRENCE   * 
The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is 
available on the Parish Council's website - www.swindonparish.org.uk 

EXPERIENCE EASTER 
St Lawrence is looking for volunteers to help tell the Easter story to 
children from Swindon Village School on Tuesday 5th April & 
Wednesday 6th April. 
There will be four sessions each day, three each in the morning and 
one after lunch. 
This is something always enjoyed by the children. It will be good to 
get it up running again as Covid stopped us holding Experience Easter for the last 
two years. 
For more details please contact:  
May Shurmer on  01242 241033 or email: bmshurmer@btinternet.com  or  
Karen Evans on 01242 241678 or email karen.j.evans@outlook.com    



This picture was sent to David and Diane 
Lyle by a medical friend who is Ukrainian 
3rd generation, so has lots of relatives in 
the country. We’re not sure which day it 
was taken but it must only be a day or 
two ago (sent on Monday) 

This beautiful fox visited Mary Halliwell 
last week, thank you for sending in the 
picture Mary  

Signs of Spring in my garden.  Kate 

Let others know what you have been 
doing. Email your pictures to 
news@northchelt.org.uk 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
MONDAY 14th MARCH  
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer       St Mary’s 
 

TUESDAY 15th MARCH  
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer      St Mary’s 
1000 Eucharist followed by coffee St Nicolas  
1030 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 
1030 Chatterbox St Lawrence 
1930 Bellringers practice  St Mary’s 
 

WEDNESDAY 16th  MARCH  
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer  St Mary’s 
0945 Bible Study 320 Prestbury Road 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer   St Lawrence 
1930 Musica Vera rehearsal St Mary’s 
 

THURSDAY 17th  MARCH Patrick, bishop, missionary, patron of Ireland, c. 460 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer—St Mary’s 
1030 Eucharist followed by coffee St Mary’s 
1115 Said Mass followed by coffee All Saints 
 

FRIDAY 18th  MARCH Cyril, bishop, teacher of the faith, 386 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Coffee, Chat ++ Prestbury URC 
 

SATURDAY 19th MARCH Joseph of Nazareth 
0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer  St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer  All Saints 

The church office is open Mon—Fri 9-12 noon 
01242 244373   admin@northchelt.org.uk 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES TO THE NEWSLETTER IS 1200 EACH WEDNESDAY 
To receive this newsletter electronically, go to www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings, contact the office or phone 01242 244877 

To watch streamed services, follow one of these links: 
Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
https://www.northchelt.org.uk/online-services 


