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This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 28th November 2021 
Advent Sunday 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 
 
 

Today’s Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of 
this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.    Amen. 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 33.14–16 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3.9–end 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night 
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  
11  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen 
your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his saints.  
 

Alleluia, alleluia 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia 
 

Gospel Luke 21.25–36 

25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and 
great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.’  
29  Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  
34  ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 
life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he 
shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
  



For your Prayers 
 

Those who have died recently in the Benefice:    
Angela Simonet (Swindon Village),  Mick Belshaw (Prestbury),  Paul Webster (Prestburv),  Harold KEN Steger 
(Prestbury),   Raymond NOBBY Dunn (Prestbury),   Sandra Peart (Prestbury),   Bill Morgan (Prestbury)  .and 
those who mourn their deaths.  In addition:    Bridget Gaze 

 

For those at St Mary’s:    Our prayers are asked for:   William and his family,   Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,  Father Paul,   Keith and Lorna,  Lucy and boys,   Margaret,    Stephen,   
Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,    Sue,   Val,   Alexandra,   Wendy,    Kevin and family,  John,   Roy,   Marion,   William,   
Alan, Jessica, Lydia and Spencer,   David,   Kate,   Andy and Amy,   Joshua and Jon,   Jess,   Julia and family,   Colin and 
his children,   Jean,   Mikey,    Peter,    Revd Chris,    Diana.   Eileen,   Jeanne,   Kai and his family,   Zoe and family,   
Richard,   Mai,   Sarah,   Andy,    Linda,    Paul,   Alan,   John,   Kathryn and Mark,    Vera and Brian,   Dave and family,   
Lilian,   Jake,   Gabrielle,    Fr George, Jo and Mateo,   Debbie,    Linda,   Jackie,   Janet,   Tom & family,   Rita,   Shelley,  
Jo,   Lawrence,   David 
 

For those at St Nicolas:    Our prayers are asked for : William and his family,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,  
Father Mike,   Father Paul,   Martyn,   Di (Granny Owl),   Hazel, Peter, Ruth and Simon,   Zoe and family,   Father 
Howard,   April,   Emma, Alec and their family and friends,   Andy,   Pastor Darvin,   Fr George, Jo and Mateo,   Joan  
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Jim Wilson,   Wilfrid Gregory,   Reginald Clerehugh,  Margaret Croxton,    David Gill,  Margaret PEGGY Stevens,   
Alan Mckie 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
29th Elizabeth Webb,   David Wilson,   Joan Rowles,   David Carn 
30th Norma Wood,   Ronald Britton,   Peggy Holland 
Dec 
1st Cyril Baghot de la Bere, Margaretta Price,  Ada Philpot,  Dorothy Poulson 
2nd John Yardley,    Florence Parker,   John McArthur,   Doreen Whitfield,  Ronald Keylock,   Keith Gillett,   
 Jeanette O’Malley  
3rd Agnes Roberts,   Valerie Maughan-Brown,  Muriel Mills,  Susan Walton 
4th John Crofts,   William Groves,   Edgar Davison  
 

For those at All Saints:   Our prayers are asked for: William and his family, Sandra and her daughter,  Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,  Father Mike,  Father Paul,  Josephine, Mark,   Nicola,  June,  Sasha,   Shari,    Baby George 
and his family,   John,   Zoe and family,   Elsie,   Anne,   Kath,   Dot,  Mick,   Fr George, Jo and Mateo,   Caroline ,   
Reg,   Carmen,   Byron and family,   Amanda  
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Reginald Clereburgh 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
29th Marjorie Davies 
30th William Porter 
Dec 
2nd Alan Soo 
3rd Sidney Williams,    Muriel Chivers,    George Dray,    Helen Beaton 
 

For those at St Lawrence:  Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Revd Elizabeth 
and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,    Father Paul,   Rose,    Jackie,   Mala,    Rose,   John,    Glenis,  William,  Isabella, 
Sofia,  Kathryn and Judy,   Zoe and family,   Ann,   Hazel,   Leocadia,   Fr George, Jo and Mateo,   Claire 
 

For those at St Mary Magdalene:  Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Lyubov,   
Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Harold,    Father Paul,   Father Mike,   Nerys,   Soo and Ray,    Kathleen,  Sally,   
Michelle,   Hilary,   Zoe and family,   Lilian,   Fr George, Jo and Mateo,   Peter 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember for all those who live in 
Vine Court, Waterloo Street and White Hart Street (St Lawrence and St Peter’s) and Cooks Lane 
 
THIS SUNDAY’S EVENING PRAYER READINGS – 28th NOVEMBER 2021 ADVENT SUNDAY 
 Evening Prayer      
Joel 3: 9-end 
Revelation 14: 13-15: 4 
 

 

 



 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS – 5th DECEMBER 2021 ST NICOLAS 
Eucharist Evening Prayer  
Isaiah 61: 1-3 Isaiah 45: 14-end 
1 Timothy 6: 6-11 1 Thessalonians chapter 1 
Mark 10: 13-16 
 

SUNDAY 28th NOVEMBER ADVENT SUNDAY 
Online service  
0930  Eucharist streamed live from St Nicolas Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Mass All Saints 
0800 Eucharist St Mary’s 
0900 Breakfast Celebrate! Prestbury Hall 
0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 
0930 Sung Eucharist – streamed live St Nicolas 
1030 Sung Mass All Saints 
1045 Family Service St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 
1330 Baptism of Sophie Vilerio St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 
1830 Evening Prayer for St Mary’s Capel Court 
1830 Advent Carol Service All Saints  
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2022 Monday May 23rd to Friday May 27th  
For everyone who has already paid a deposit for this pilgrimage, please let Karen know if you cannot make this date.  
For anyone else who would like to come, there are still some places available. Please email karen.winder@google 
mail.com - a £10 deposit per person is needed by the end of November to secure a place and a further payment of 
£20 will be required in January. Please contact Karen on 234299 if you have any questions, or email her at the above 
address. There will be a coach, should you require a place. 

 

THE BIG SLEEP OUT 2021 
The Big Sleep Out is going to be very different this year, as I am going to Sleep out on each of the Saturday nights in 
Advent. I will be using my tent to sleep in and will sleep at all of the churches in the North Cheltenham Team.  I am 
doing this as I couldn’t sleep out last year. The money raised will be split three ways, The Church Urban Fund, 
Cheltenham Housing Aid and another charity to be confirmed. I will also be sleeping out on the 31st of December and 
the 1st of January 2022. I hope that you will be able to support this event.   The first ‘sleepout’ will be on 
Saturday 27th November 2021 at All Saints, starting between 7.00 pm and 7.30 pm.  The second 
‘sleepout’ will be on Saturday 4th December 2021 at St Nicolas.   
Please check the pew sheet to find out where I am sleeping.   Ian Richings 
 
OPEN THE BOOK - JOIN THE TEAM! 
Are you free for 2 hours on Wednesdays? Do you work from home and would enjoy a mid-week break? 
Are you retired, and looking for a new adventure? We need new Open the Book team members at St Mary’s school. 
We go in for 2 hours at lunchtime, reading lively Bible stories. The children help us act out the adventures with 
youthful fun. No acting skill required; just being yourself reading or guiding. 
Please contact David Lyle: 07487869152 david.lyle@prestbury.net 
 
 

STREAMING OF SERVICES 
There will be one service online this Sunday: 
 

9.30 am: Eucharist streamed live from St Nicolas Church  
  

 

To watch these services, please follow one of the links below 
 

Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  
Like the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
Online services in the NCTM 
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry       https://www.northchelt.org.uk/online-services 

 



CHRISTMAS SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, MILL STREET 
 

Sunday 12th December 
4.00 pm  Christingle  
Sunday 19th December 
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols by candlelight 
 

Christmas Eve  
 

2.00 pm & 4.00 pm Crib Services 
11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 

  8.00am Said Eucharist 
 11.00am Sung Family Eucharist    Children are invited to bring a present to show if they wish. 
   THERE WILL BE NO EVENING SERVICES 
 

ST NICOLAS CHURCH, SWINDON LANE 
 

Monday 20th  December 

6.30 pm Celebration of Christmas – due to Covid this is an ‘invitation only’ event but will be streamed live. 
 

Christmas Eve 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 

9.30am  Sung Family Eucharist  Children are invited to bring a present to show if they wish. 
 

ALL SAINTS, PITTVILLE 
Sunday 12th December 
4.00 pm  Christingle Service 
Sunday 19th December 
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols by candlelight (streamed live) 
 

Christmas Eve 
4.00 pm Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 

  8.00am Said Mass 
10.30am Sung Family Mass  Children are invited to bring a present to show if they wish 
   THERE WILL BE NO EVENING SERVICES 
 

Crib Services across the Team 
Children are invited to come dressed as a character from the nativity if they wish!  All Marys, Josephs, donkeys, angels, 
shepherds, wise men and inn-keepers welcome! 
 

ST LAWRENCE, SWINDON VILLAGE AND ST PETER 
Sunday 19th December 
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols by candlelight 
 

Christmas Eve  
4.00 pm Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 

 9.15 am Sung Holy Communion  Children are invited to bring a present to show if they wish. 
 

ST MARY MAGDALENE, ELMSTONE HARDWICKE 
Christmas Eve 
6.30 pm Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight 
 

Christmas Day 

10.45 am Said Holy Communion   Children are invited to bring a present to show if they wish. 
 



ZOE WILSON AND AN APPEAL FOR A VACCINE TO HELP HER 
FIGHT CANCER #teamzoe 
Without any warning, Zoe Wilson’s life was upended one day this spring. A 
massive seizure in the shower led to an abrupt, devastating diagnosis of an 
aggressive, malignant brain tumour. Doctors told her that without treatment 
she might only live for three more months, and with surgery, chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy, average life expectancy was 15 months.  , 
Zoe, 35, who is an English teacher and a mother to two young boys, has now 
endured two lengthy operations to remove the bulk of the tumour. She's also 
had radiotherapy, and is currently undergoing cycles of chemo in an effort to 

eradicate as much of the remaining tumour. But this type of cancer is very hard to treat, and the tumour cells will 
ultimately mutate to evade the chemo. 
The most promising treatment for Zoe’s cancer is immunotherapy: it is regularly used in Germany because it has been 
shown to extend sufferers’ lives. But it’s not available on the NHS - which is why we are crowdfunding now. All Zoe 
wants is to spend as much time as possible with her young family. Any help - by either contributing to the fund, or 
sharing our page - would be so gratefully appreciated. Thank you for your help. 
Please click the following link to donate and read the story in full:    
https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-vaccine-to-help-zoe-fight-cancer 
For those of you who don’t have online access, I have printed the story out on A4 sheets of paper for you to take 
home and read.  If you require more information please contact me on admin@northchelt.org.uk or by phone on 
01242 244877.  Kate 
 

UPDATE FROM MATTHEW ON THE FUNDRAISING-  
As those who know me will testify, it's not often I am speechless, but today, speechless I am. When Zoe and I launched 
the crowd funder, we of course hoped that people would donate, but to have raised over 40% in 6 days is beyond our 
wildest dreams and our most hopeful expectations. Thank you! 
 

I’ve asked the English teacher if there is a word that means a most sincere, appreciative, deep thanks - nothing has yet 
been forthcoming  - but that is the sort of thank you we are sending you all. 
 

We have now covered the cost of the initial manufacturing in Germany and a vaccine should be ready in around 10 to 
12 weeks! 
 

There are still many expenses on the horizon, all being well, Zoe will have 14 injections. Each injection in Germany has 
clinic costs associated with it including administering it, blood tests to monitor Zoe’s immune response and drugs to 
boost it! There will also be the costs of travel to and from Germany, initially for 10 to 12 days for the first 4 injections, 
then every 4 to 6 weeks for the remaining 10 boosters. 
 

We feel so supported by our amazing family, friends and even people we have never met! Thank you deeply from the 
bottom of our hearts.  Matthew 
 

ANOTHER UPDATE FROM MATTHEW  
I thought that is was high time for an update from us, especially as we are rapidly approaching 85% of our ambitious 
target! Thank you for all the donations, likes and shares! We are incredibly humbled by your kindness! 
 

Zoe finished taking her pills for her 2nd round of Chemotherapy, this time they made her feel quite sick, but loaded 
with a small pharmacies worth of anti-emetics she was able to come out the other side. To celebrate, on the way 
home from Oncology we called into the Kings Arms, Prestbury for a celebratory lunch! Zoe now has to wait another 
4 weeks for her bloods/bone marrow to recover, before she can start the next cycle. 
 

Another major milestone was that Zoe felt well enough to go back to work, after 6 months away, albeit only for a 
morning and she was completely wiped out for the rest of day and had to sleep it off! Her employer are being very 
supportive and enabling her to gradually scale up her hours as she re-adjusts, especially as she is still having treatment. 
 

Life has been as busy (or busier than ever)! Bits of concrete were falling down from our roof like meteors from space, 
so worried we might decapitate one of the neighbours, it was high time to get it fixed! I am pleased to report 
completion of the works! Our one and only shower has also been broken for over 3 weeks, while Wickes try and find 
a replacement part. 
 

Production of the vaccine continues, and all being well we hope to be in Germany before Christmas for the first 
injections. 
 

1 November 2021 by Matthew Wilson TOTAL ON FRIDAY 19th NOVEMBER STANDS AT £100,090 
Wow, we are so close to our target now, having just shot over 90%!! Thank you all for your incredible support. We 
have nearly done it!! 
The start of half term saw us all head to Legoland where we had a wonderful time! I’m not quite sure who enjoyed it 



most, John or Zoe, but one thing is for sure it was a most memorable trip for our family. 
The remainder of half term was a bit muted, Mark got a positive covid test and had to be isolated. He seems perfectly 
well, which is something to be thankful for. 

We saw Zoe’s oncologist in Cheltenham today and he seemed pleased with her progress. She 
will therefore start her next round of chemo pills tomorrow when she gets back from work. 
 

We also heard from the German clinic last week. Production of the vaccine 
is going well and Zoe is booked in for her first injection on the 10th 
December! An early Christmas present for us all. It is very exciting that we 
will be on our way to Germany in about six weeks, and it is all thanks to the 
incredible generosity of you, our supporters! 

Have a great week everyone! 
 

2 November 2021 by Zoe Wilson 
Thank you for helping us get so close to our target. Here I am at work! A particular thanks to 
friends from church who have given me lifts in on some increasingly chilly mornings. Best wishes 
to you all. 
 
UPDATE FROM MATTHEW – TOTAL RAISED £100,430 
20 November 2021by Matthew Wilson 
Barely over two months ago we set you all a challenge, a huge and incredibly difficult one. The goal, simple but 
ambitious; raise £100,000 to completely cover the cost of Zoe receiving immunotherapy in Germany. 
 
Not only did you rise to the challenge, but you supported us every step of the way. You have tirelessly shared the 
fundraising page, run races, made phone calls, sent emails, written social media posts and sent cheques, cards and 
messages of love, support and encouragement. 
 

Two days ago, an anonymous donation pushed us over the £100k line! To mark such a monumental milestone, 
well…… it’s probably best to just watch the video! 
 

Zoe’s vaccine is nearly ready; our flights, hire car and accommodation are booked. She has an MRI scheduled for 
Monday, which we hope and pray will show that the chemo is keeping everything under control and that she can fly to 
Germany on the 9th of December for her first 4 of 11 vaccines. 
 

What you have given us as a family is not just your hard earned cash, but hope; and it is hope that is so sorely needed 
when your wife, best friend, sister, daughter, mother of your children is given one of the most difficult diagnosis you 
can hear as a patient. 
 

Glioblastoma is a formidable foe; and that hope has to be tempered and realistic, but life is precious and to be 
cherished and not easily given up on. Not a day has gone by since Zoe’s diagnosis that I don’t think about brain cancer 
and how to get Zoe the best possible care in the world, and not a day goes by that I wish I didn’t have to. But for 
today, I dare to dream, and soar high above the clouds of cancer just like Zoe did. 
 

The road ahead is difficult, I know we will need your help again and I know you will be there to support us; but for 
now be proud of what we have achieved, look forward not backwards and cherish those whom you love the most. 
 

Take care.  M x 
 

*   ST MARYS   * 
 

EVENING PRAYER AT ST MARY’S – November 2021- February 2022 
Please note that from November 2021 until February 2022 Evening Prayer will take place at Capel Court Chapel every 
Sunday evening at 6.30 pm, EXCEPT the second Sunday of the month which will be Benediction at St Mary’s Church.  
This is dependent on Covid 19 restrictions remaining as they are, so please keep an eye on this News Sheet and our 
website for more information. 
 

BREAKFAST CELEBRATE!  28th NOVEMBER 2021 
WILL BE AT THE VILLAGE HALL (9:15 FOR BREAKFAST, 9:45 FOR 

SERVICE). 
We are doing a tour of Prestbury at the moment . Hopefully, we will be back at 
school in December. 
There will be a cooked breakfast as usual but please bring a flask of tea or coffee if 
you would like a hot drink, as we will only be able to provide squash. 
Would love to know if you plan to come - please email 
matt.allison@northchelt.org.uk 
Hope to see you there! 



BIBLE SPONSORS FOR 2022 
Thank you to our regular Bible sponsors and those who have come forward this year to sponsor bibles for children 
being baptised at St Mary's and St Nicolas. 
Sponsorships are in place for the remainder of this year but I'm glad to say we already have a good number of baptisms 
booked in for next year. 
If you feel you could sponsor a Bible (we ask for a donation of £8) and present it at a service on a Sunday morning or 
afternoon please contact Ruth on ruthhrudge@gmail.com or 07816953777. 
Thank you.   The Baptism Team. 
 
SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2-4PM – BULB PLANTING – ST MARY’S 
Bulb planting in St Mary's churchyard. Do come along to plant a few bulbs ready for this Spring and many Springs to 
follow ! If you have any spare bulbs feel free to bring those or we have plenty to go in the ground. Plant as many or as 
few as you are able and if possible bring your own gloves. See you there. Contact Helen 07814 638990  
 
ARE YOU FREE FOR 2 HOURS ON WEDNESDAYS? 
Do you work from home and would enjoy a mid-week break? 
Are you retired, and looking for a new adventure? 
We need new Open the Book team members at St Mary’s school. 
We go in for 2 hours at lunchtime, reading lively Bible stories. 
The children help us act out the adventures with youthful fun. 
No acting skill required; just being yourself reading or guiding. 
Please contact David Lyle:  07487869152  david.lyle@prestbury.net 
 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN AID OF  
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ON: 
Sunday 12th December 2021 at 4.00 pm 
St Mary’s Church, Mill Street 

(There will be no 9.00 am Breakfast Celebrate! Service on this Sunday.) 
The Christingle Oranges which we give out during the service, remind us of 
the depth of God’s Love for us. Part of our response to that love is to raise 
funds for the work of The Children’s Society to “reach and support children 

living in poverty, and their families, giving them hope when they had none before.”  
Candle-shaped collecting boxes for children to fill and bring to the service are available from: 
 

St Mary’s Infant and Junior Schools, St Mary’s Church, St Nicolas Church, Prestbury URC Church 
 

There will also be special collecting envelopes for those adults who are able to gift aid – these will be available at the 
service. 
 
MUSICA VERA SEASONAL MUSIC AND READINGS 
Join Musica Vera for seasonal music and readings at 3pm on Saturday December 18th.  Tickets £8 from Jane Bradbury 
or Valerie Roach at St Mary’s, Mark Jackson at St Nicolas, or on the door. 
 

*   ST NICOLAS   * 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AT ST NICOLAS. 
During the coffee time at St Nicolas on Sunday 28th November Ruth will be selling a selection of hand made 
Christmas cards in aid of church funds, having spent lockdown busy stitching.  

 

*   ALL SAINTS    * 
 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH: FLOWER GUILD CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING (AND 
WREATH MAKING) 

 – Saturday 11 December, 10.00 – 12.00.  Do join us for a Christmassy morning, 
where apart from the usual refreshments, there will be table decorations and other 
goodies for sale, as well as seasonal music provided by our own John McElroy.  If 
you’ve booked to join in the wreath-making, we’ll look forward to seeing you 
there, and if possible, it would be good if you could bring along secateurs or 
scissors. For more information, contact Jill Bradley on 01242 238934 or via email 

jill.bradley4@btinternet.com. 
 

 
 



*   ST LAWRENCE   * 
The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is available on the Parish Council's 
website - www.swindonparish.org.uk 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER AT ST LAWRENCE 
Please note that St Lawrence won’t be open for Private Prayer on Wednesday 1st December due a funeral taking place. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL.  Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December (please note it's a week later 
than usual).  We're looking forward to our 14th annual festival, having missed last year.  The theme is "Hopes and 
Dreams".  We'll welcome trees from groups or individuals from all across the Team.  Please phone Karen Evans 
(01242 241678) for details of what's involved and put the dates in your diary for a visit! 
 

*   ST MARY MAGDALENE   * 
 

ELMSTONE HARDWICKE CHRISTMAS DINNER - Sunday 12th December 12.30 pm for 1.00 pm at 
Uckington Village Hall.  Tickets are £17.00 . Contact Mary Morris on 01242 680291 to reserve a place. All 
tickets are to be paid for before the day.    All current Covid guidelines will be followed during this event. 
 

*   OTHER NOTICES  * 
 

AN ADVENT ENNEAGRAM 
The search for meaning in troubled times 

SATURDAY, 4th DECEMBER 10am - 3pm, GLEBE COTTAGES AT ST PETER’S CHURCH, GL53 0QJ 
A collaborative exploration of the Passions (vices) and Virtues of the Enneagram through the nativity narrative with 
reflections on our modern day experiences of Christmas. £20 per person - email hello@helencaldercoaching.co.uk or 
visit helencaldercoaching.co.uk 

 

Text 'PRAY' to 88802   Everyone needs a little help sometimes 
Over this difficult time we want to reach out to people across North Cheltenham and give the 
unique support we have to offer. Our faith. I believe that prayer is a crucial part of our spirituality 
and is also an amazing way of supporting people. Anyone can text the number 88802 and start 
their message with the word PRAY. We will then be phoning people back and offering prayer. This 
is a witness to our belief that prayer makes a difference, our hope that God walks with us in the 
most difficult of times and our resolve to reach out to the community even when we are at our 

most restricted.   Ways to get involved: 
POSTERS - Download and print off a poster for your own window or for your local shop. 
SHARE - Use social media to share this offer of prayer 
PRAY - You can pray that people will see this and be brave enough to send the text.  
For more information contact admin@northchelt.org.uk   
 
 

PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES 
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be prayed for, 
or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone 
on 01242 244373.    You can of course, speak to any of the clergy or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on 
your behalf.    We only ever put someone’s first name on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then 
remain on the list for a period of three months.  After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted 
Kate or a member of clergy to ask to stay on for another three month period. 

 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 
☎01242 244373      Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 

THE DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS 1200 EACH WEDNESDAY 
This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373  
(opening hours as above) – alternative number: 01242 244877 

 



 

More pictures from my trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park, 
some Californian Sea Lions who are a new addition to the 
Park since I last visited, as is the area that they are in.  Here 
is some information from the Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
website:   Point Lobos is home to our family of Californian Sea 
Lions and the largest purpose built habitat of its kind in the 
world! This unique world-class reserve showcases two naturalistic 
lakes featuring varying water depths, authentic sandy shorelines, 
sheltered caves, grass banks and rocky beaches.  Kate 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spotted by Father Nick on a carpenter’s van the other 
morning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Nicolas’ intrepid walkers braving the cold and wind on Cleeve Hill on 
Thursday morning! 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have any pictures you would like to share with others, to let people know what you are doing then please send 
them to news@northchelt.org.uk.  Thank you. 

 
  



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
(available on our website also) https://www.northchelt.org.uk/aboutus/calendar  

 

MONDAY 29th NOVEMBER Day of Intercession and Thanksgiving for the Missionary Work of the Church 
0900-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1130 Prestbury Urchins Prestbury URC 
 

TUESDAY 30th NOVEMBER Andrew the Apostle 
 0900-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000 Eucharist St Nicolas 
1030 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 
1030 Chatterbox St Lawrence 
1315 Funeral of Harold KEN Steger St Mary’s 
 

WEDNESDAY 1st DECEMBER Charles de Foucauld hermit, 1916 
0900-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
0945 Bible Study 320 Prestbury Road 
1000 Funeral of Angela Simonet St Lawrence 
1930 Musica Vera rehearsal St Mary’s 
 

THURSDAY 2nd DECEMBER  
 0900-1600 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1030 Eucharist St Mary’s 
1115 Said Mass All Saints 
 

FRIDAY 3rd DECEMBER Francis Xavier, missionary, 1552 
 0900-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Coffee, Chat ++ Prestbury URC 
1300 Burial of Ashes of Angela Simonet St Lawrence 
1530 Funeral of Raymond NOBBY Dunn Cheltenham Crematorium 
 

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER John of Damascus, monk, teacher of the faith, c. 749 
0900-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Individual Private Prayer All Saints 
1900/1930 The Big Sleepout continues St Nicolas 
 

SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER ST NICOLAS, bishop, c. 326 
Online service  
0930  Eucharist streamed live from St Nicolas Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Mass All Saints 
0800 Eucharist St Mary’s 
0900 Breakfast Celebrate! Prestbury Hall 
0930 Sung Eucharist – streamed live St Nicolas 
1030 Together @ 1030 St Lawrence 
1030 Sung Mass All Saints 
1045 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 
1430 Baptism of Dahlia Banyard St Lawrence 
1830 Holy Communion St Lawrence 
1830 Evening Prayer for St Mary’s Capel Court 
1830 Choral Evensong  All Saints  
 
 

 
Please join us for a Christingle Service on Sunday 12th December at 4.00 pm at: 

 
St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 
All Saints Church, Pittville 


