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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time.  If you would like a quiet personal 
chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894.  If 
you don’t get an immediate reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you. 

 

This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 23rd May 2021 
Pentecost (Whit Sunday) 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 

Today’s Collect 
God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit. grant 
us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the 
merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.    Amen. 
 

First Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
37 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath[b] in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.” 
 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath:  Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 
 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going 
to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

 Second Reading Acts 2: 1-21  
2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 



17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel  John 15: 26-27, 16: 4b-15 
26 “When the Advocate] comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to him who sent 
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate[a] will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove the world 
wrong about[b] sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of 
this world has been condemned. 
 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All 
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal. open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.    Amen.  
 

For your Prayers 
For those at St Mary’s:    Our prayers are asked for:   William and his family,   Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,  Father Paul,   Keith and Lorna,  Lucy and boys,   Margaret,    Stephen,   
Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,    Hazel,   Tracey,   Sue,   Val,   Alexandra,   Baby Elizabeth,   Laura and George,  David 
and Maria,   Wendy,    Kevin and family,  John,   David,   Roy,   Marion,   William,   Alan, Jessica, Lydia and Spencer,   
David,   Kate,   Andy and Amy,   Joshua and Jon,   Jess,   Julia and family,   Colin and his children,   Jean,   Mikey,    
Lawrence,   Peter,    Revd Chris,    Diana.   Eileen,   Jeanne,   Kai and his family,   Zoe and family,   Richard,   Mai,   
Sarah,   Andy,    Grazi,   Linda,    Paul,   Nick,    Fred,    Beck 
 

For those at St Nicolas:    Our prayers are asked for : William and his family,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,  
Father Mike,   Father Paul,   Martyn,   Di (Granny Owl),   Hazel, Peter, Ruth and Simon,   Jessica and family,   Zoe and 
family,   Howard 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Alf Martin,   Kathleen Cairns,   Frederick Stevens,   Albert Gurney,   Toby Fairclough 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
24th Elsie Friend,  Bert Mustoe,   Donald Morton,   Thomas Delves 
25th Alan Johnson,   Emma Spokes,   Stephana Crofts,  Edith Reid,   Olive Griffiths,   Edith Hebden,   Cyril Beer 
26th  Alice Tickell,   Florence Brown,   Arthur Winnington-Ingram, bishop,  Harriet Carroll,   Vera Miles,    
  Andrew Cleaver,   Eric Capper,   Ernest Parker,   Denys Whatmore 
27th Elizabeth Field,   Eleanor Morland,   Annie Boyce,   Sr Feodora S.S.P. 
28th Bill Holmes,  Jeffrey Edwards,  Violet Pedrick,   George Ford,   Hilda Hall,   Marjory Lees 
29th Angela D'Amato,   Ken Thomas,   Annie Goodwin,   Edgar Wakefield 



 

For those at All Saints:   Our prayers are asked for: William and his family, Sandra and her daughter,  Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,    Father Mike,   Father Paul,   Josephine,   Mark,    Nicola,   June,   Sasha,   Shari,    Baby 
George and his family,   John,   Zoe and family,   Elsie,   Anne 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
John Elkin 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
24th Phyllis Newcombe 
27th Cecily Edwards,   Rhoderick Dalley 
28th Leo Piepiorka,    Sister Francesca 
29th Iain Howse,    Dorothy Barnard 
 

For those at St Lawrence:  Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Revd Elizabeth 
and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,    Father Paul,   Rose,    Jackie,   Mala,    Rose,   John,    Glenis,  William,  Isabella, 
Sofia,  Kathryn and her mum,  baby Toby,   Zoe and family,   Ralph and Ann,   Gordon 
 

For those at St Mary Magdalene:  Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Lyubov,   
Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Harold,    Father Paul,   Father Mike,   Eric,   Nerys,   Soo and Ray,    Pauline,   
Kathleen,    Margery,   Sally,   Michelle,   Hilary,   Zoe and family 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember all those who live in 
Stanwick Crescent, Stanwick Drive and Stanwick Gardens  (St Lawrence and St Peter’s) and Millfield (St Mary 
Magdalene). 
 

Please also pray for: All key workers (and their families) in our country as we continue the roadmap out of 
lockdown.  All the NHS workers, teachers, the care workers, shop workers, emergency services, farmers, postal 
workers, lorry driver and delivery people, cleaners, refuse workers, military, funeral directors and our clergy and all 
those who are fighting COVID 19 and whose lives have been directly impacted by the virus. 
 
Those who have died recently in the Benefice:    
Jenny Wilkes,    Eric Leach,   John JACK Cornwell,   Roy Wilsdon,   Anthony Smith    .and those who mourn 
their deaths.     And in addition:   Arthur Massey (Bristol),   
Dave Pittaway (Coleford),   Christine Hill (Cinderford),   Denis Malvern (Cheltenham) 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S EVENING PRAYER READINGS – 23rd May 2021 PENTECOST 
 Evening Prayer 
 Ezekiel 36: 22-28 
Acts 2: 22-38 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS – 30th May 2021 TRINITY SUNDAY 
Eucharist Evening Prayer 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 Ezekiel 1: 4-10, 22-28a 
Romans 8: 12-17 Mark 1: 1-13 
John 3: 1-17 
 

SUNDAY  23rd  MAY PENTECOST 
Online service Whit Sunday 
1030 Mass streamed live from All Saints Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Mass All Saints 
0800 Eucharist St Mary’s 
0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 
0930 Eucharist St Nicolas 
1030 Mass – streamed live All Saints 
1045 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Eucharist St Mary’s 
1300 Celebrate! Picnic (pre-book only due to restrictions on numbers)  
  – see above notice for contact details and more information St Nicolas  
1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 
1830 Evening Prayer St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Service  All Saints  

 
 



*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
STREAMING OF SERVICES 

There will be one service online this Sunday: 
 

10.30 am: Mass streamed live from All Saints Church 
 

To watch these services, please follow one of the links below 
 

Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  
Like the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
Online services in the NCTM 
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
https://www.northchelt.org.uk/online-services 
 

JOIN US FOR A COFFEE AFTER CHURCH ONLINE. We will be holding a zoom social time after our 
streamed services on Sunday so we can all get to know each other a little more during this lockdown. So grab a cuppa 
and a biscuit and join us for a chat.  See below for the Zoom links 
THIS SUNDAY THIS WILL BE AT 11.30 AM FOLLOWING THE 10.30 AM SERVICE 
Rev Tom Cook is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Social Time - After Sunday services 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83490504391?pwd=Nk95TnNhSVpabmJwTzFVTnlqdHAwUT09 
Meeting ID: 834 9050 4391     Passcode: 832038 
One tap mobile  +442039017895,,83490504391#,,,,*832038# United Kingdom 
+441314601196,,83490504391#,,,,*832038# United Kingdom 
Dial by your location 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 834 9050 4391    Passcode: 832038       Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcJ9GJxtl8 

 

CONTINUING SERVICES IN THE NCTM IN 2021 
We will continue to stream one of our NCTM Sunday morning services on a weekly basis.   
Our Sunday services will be live streamed as follows: 
Sunday 23rd May 2021: 10.30 am live from All Saints 
Sunday 30th May 2021: 9.30 am live from St Nicolas 
Sunday 6th June 2021: 10.30 am live from All Saints 
Sunday 13th June 2021: 9.30 am live from St Nicolas 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AS WE COME OUT OF LOCKDOWN 
As we continue with our journey out of lockdown with the easing of restrictions, we are hopeful that we will be able 
to begin to meet together in groups as before. However, although the roadmap states that there will be ‘no legal limits 
on social contact’ from 21st June this may change with Government announcements. We are hopeful that we will be 
able to start up our various groups who meet up, dependent on the Government and Church of England 
guidelines.  Therefore, please be mindful that although we are now advertising events to take place from June onwards, 
these may still be subject to change.    Father Nick and the Clergy Team 
 

TEA WITH TOM – every Wednesday at 11.00 am – PLEASE JOIN US 
This is a light hearted time to have a drink and a cake from the comfort of your home. I look forward to getting to 
know you better!     Wednesdays  from 11.00 am via Zoom. Zoom ID: 819 1394 0076     Password: 346 649    Join 
Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81913940076?pwd=d3ltL0N3dmxrWi9aT0JqTGJxa3ppZz09      Revd Tom 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
We now have three weekly week day services, Tuesdays at 10.00 am at St Nicolas, Thursdays at 10.30 am at St Mary’s 
and 11.15 am at All Saints.  The current Covid 19 restrictions will apply and sadly, we will not be able to meet after the 
service for any refreshments.  
 

With the gradual re-introduction of in-person services, we will be reducing the mid-week online services.  With Revd 
Mary leaving us to move to Glasgow to be near one of her sons, the natural conclusion to our online Evening Prayers 
will be around Pentecost, with the last one being on Wednesday 26th May 2021.    
Father Nick and the Clergy Team 



*   ST MARYS   * 
 

CHURCHES COUNT ON NATURE SAT 5TH - SUN 13TH JUNE 
Do get involved with this nationwide initiative to gather information on species in the 'nature reserves' 
which are our churchyards, with a view to providing vital statistics for strategic planning, care and 
improvement of habitats for wildlife Plans so far, at St Mary's:  
 

Saturday 5th June: 9.30-12.30 'nature walk', count and activities. Particularly geared up for 
children/families but anyone can come along. 
Wednesday 9th June:  Morning. Volunteers to clear and plant remaining section of West border. 
Saturday 12th June: After-dark moth/night creatures count. 
Plus a week long invitation to everyone to come along to spend quiet time enjoying the churchyard and/or identifying 
species. 
There will also be educational webinars throughout the week. Details of which will be available nearer the time. 
There will be a list in the porch of all species spotted so far. For more info contact Helen on 07814 638990 or email 
me at helen_mann@live.co.uk 
 

We need the following for the bug hotel building activities = Pallets, logs, old hollow bamboo canes, 
bark, pine cones and large plastic squash bottles ! Contact Helen if you can donate any of these items, 
preferably before 30th of May. Thank you  
 

CELEBRATE! IN 2021 
As we all move towards a new time as a nation Celebrate! too, is looking at what comes next.  We have come to an 
end of the season of Celebrate! meeting online.  We want to start moving towards seeing each other face to face in a 
safe way.  
We would love to invite people to join us for a Sunday Picnic at 1.00 pm a couple times a month.  We will be limited 
to groups of 30 people so it would be great to know how many people may be interested in joining us.  
Feel free to email Revd Tom or Mary to show some interest. Dates and more details will follow soon.  
tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk or mary.turner182@btinternet.com 
 

SPONSORSHIP OF BAPTISM BIBLES AT ST MARY'S AND ST NICOLAS. 
Now the government restrictions are easing it is lovely that we are starting to get lots of baptism bookings. As you 
might know we like to present every child (or adult) who is being baptised with an age appropriate bible as a gift from 
the church. We ask members of the congregation to sponsor these and to present them at the ceremony. This may be 
during a main service or in a separate quieter service. However, for now we are asking sponsors not to attend due to 
current restricted numbers. 
Thank you to those of you who have already offered and have sponsored several books during the last few years. We 
are now asking whether more people would like to join them. We ask for a donation of around £8 to cover the cost 
of each bible. We buy in toddler bibles, bibles suitable for older children and adult versions. 
If you would like to do this please contact Ruth Rudge on 01242 578665 or ruthhrudge@gmail.com. 
Ruth 
 

*   ST NICOLAS   * 
 

WYMAN'S BROOK COMMUNITY GARDENING.  
I have been chatting with the local councillor about the raised beds outside the row of shops on 
Windyridge Road. We want to run a community gardening day to help weed, prune, and most 
importantly grow relationships with the local residents.  
 

This would be a great way of connecting with the community in Wyman's Brook and showing some 
real practical love to the area. 

 

Two dates I am looking at are Saturdays; June 19th and July 24th.  
If you would be willing to give a few hours of gardening skills and bring your tools along then please email me: 
tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk 
 
PLANT & CAKE SALE AT ST NICOLAS 
The sale last weekend was a great success. We were blessed with dry weather, we sold many, many plants and cakes, 
and raised £515 for church funds. It was a great team effort. Many thanks to everyone who helped with the event. 
 
 

  



*   ST LAWRENCE   * 
The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is available on the Parish Council's 
website - www.swindonparish.org.uk 

 
Helen and Liz regularly open St 
Lawrence on Wednesday mornings for 
Private Prayer. 
Helen's husband, Derek is mowing the 
churchyard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'LAMENTING THE PAST YEAR AND BECKONING IN FRESH BEGINNINGS' 
On Sunday 23rd May at midday, St Lawrence Church will be holding a short outdoor service in our 
graveyard in honour of Pentecost. While reflecting upon loss of life over the past year, and indeed the loss 
of much of what we've known, we do this in solidarity with our sisters and brothers across the globe for 
whom the pandemic is much worse than we are currently experiencing. In so doing, we begin to take 
tentative steps looking forward to a future inspired by the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost breathing life into 
the people of God. Please don't forget to bring your masks as we also endeavour to maintain social 
distancing. Rev George 
 

*   ST MARY MAGDALENE   * 
Please note that from June St Mary Magdalene has a new pattern of services as follows: 
1st Sunday of the month: Holy Communion at 10.45 am 
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month: Morning Worship at 10.45 am 
3rd Sunday of the month: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer 1662) at 10.45 am 
5th Sunday of the month: Songs of Praise with St Lawrence at 6.30 pm 
2nd Wednesday of the month: Sunset Celtic Communion at 7.00 pm 
 

*   OTHER NOTICES  * 
 

KATE’S RUNNING ADVENTURES 
I DID IT!! I COMPLETED MY FIRST HALF 
MARATHON in a time of 2 hours, 53 mins and 51 
seconds.  It was tough going after about mile 8, 
particularly as it was a lot more hilly than expected, 
and there didn't seem to be much downhill, we just 
seemed to keep going up! Even the marshalls at the 
end said this.   I had to walk up the last few hills and 
run inbetween as the ground levelled out again, 
probably from mile 9, but I ran the last 400 m and 

over the finish line.  There were tears at the finish line at least 
twice, tears in the middle when my legs were screaming at me 
and even tears at the beginning when my son, Matthew, 
appeared at the start, a total surprise and arranged by him and 
Sophie.  He then followed us round the course in his van (it 
was on roads which weren't closed to vehicles) which was 
lovely. The tears at the end were relief, happiness that I had 
done it and the fact that Mark, Georgia, Luke and Amy were at 
the finish, also having surprised me!  Huge thanks to all, but 

particularly to Sophie who has trained with me, through the ups and downs and who 
got me through the 13.1 miles.  The marshalls were also very supportive.  This was run 
for Zoe, undergoing treatment for a brain tumour, raising money for The Brain Tumour 



Charity (and in memory of Joe, Sophie's friend).  I had written ‘Zoe’ on my arm so that I 
could look at that when struggling to help me through.  Thank you to all who have 
already donated, my current total stands at 
£700.00.  Thank you all for you words of support 
and encouragement too, it really is very much 
appreciated.  If you would like to donate to this 
amazing charity, here is the link:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kate-
bestwick5  or contact me on 
kate.bestwick@northchelt.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 

Text 'PRAY' to 88802   Everyone needs a little help sometimes 
Over this difficult time we want to reach out to people across North Cheltenham and give the 
unique support we have to offer. Our faith. I believe that prayer is a crucial part of our 
spirituality and is also an amazing way of supporting people. Anyone can text the number 
88802 and start their message with the word PRAY. We will then be phoning people back and 
offering prayer. This is a witness to our belief that prayer makes a difference, our hope that 
God walks with us in the most difficult of times and our resolve to reach out to the 

community even when we are at our most restricted.   Ways to get involved: 
POSTERS - Download and print off a poster for your own window or for your local shop. 
SHARE - Use social media to share this offer of prayer 
PRAY - You can pray that people will see this and be brave enough to send the text.  
For more information contact Revd Tom on tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk 
 

The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England advice - which can be found 
athttps://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 
 

Following the Government’s announcement on Monday 22nd February, the Church of England are 
reviewing the Roadmap as to what this means for our churches, so things remain the same at the 
current time:  churches are able to remain open for communal worship.  This is provided that any 
person attending is: 
 

 Alone or 
 part of a group all from the same household or from two linked households (i.e. support bubble) 
 You must not join any other group or ‘mingle’ with any person from another group. 
 
If you are in an 'at-risk' category for COVID-19 the Government advice is to stay at home as much as 
possible and observe social distancing guidance.  Please bear this in mind before attending services at 
our churches.   We do have online services every Sunday at either 9.30 am or 10.30 am, followed by 
virtual coffee on Zoom.  We also have some evening prayer services online on a Tuesday at 6.30 pm, 
Wednesday at 8.30 pm and Thursday at 6.30 pm.  If you would like to attend Church when there are 
fewer people, then please note we are open for Individual Private Prayer as listed further down this 
page. 

With the lockdown in place, a reminder that people should attend only their local churches, however, 
we look forward to welcoming visitors from further afield once the lock-down restrictions are eased. 

Another reminder that any volunteers at our services should not present themselves for duty if they 
are  in the 'at-risk' category. 

Please follow all guidance that is in place to keep you and others safe. 

When you do attend for our Sunday services, please wear a face mask BEFORE entering the church, 
and keep this on for the duration of your time in Church.  (A mandatory requirement as set out by the 
Government since the 8th August 2020.  Part of the new rules, including the ‘Rule of 6’ introduced on 
Monday 14th September 2020 is that they are backed up in law, and breaking of the rules can now result 
in a scale of increasing fines, and even imprisonment.).  A document will be available on our website 
from the Church of England, and also in our churches, regarding the wearing of face masks and who is 
exempt. This includes the clergy while they are taking a service, provided they are able to keep the 2 
metre distance from you (therefore a mask will be worn by the clergy when they offer 
communion).  Information regarding the wearing of face masks in Church.  You will only be able to 



attend a service as a household/support bubble following the ‘Rule of 6’.  There should be no mixing or 
‘mingling’ between ‘bubbles’ while attending these services.  

When you enter, please use the hand sanitiser available for your use. 

Once in the Church, please sit where you are directed, either by the Sidespeople, or by the location of 
the service sheets, which have already been set out, keeping to the required social distance.  Please DO 
NOT pick up the service sheets and move to another seat or place in the pews.  

Before we were able to open our churches, the Clergy Team and Wardens spent a lot of time going 
through the guidelines and creating risk assessments to enable us to do so (as required by the Church 
of England and the Government).   

We want to be able to keep our Churches open for private prayer and worship, and can only do this 
with your co-operation in following these guidelines.  

There are new guidelines for places of worship that have been issued by the Government this week, 
which the Church of England are going through to amend their existing guidelines on their website, and 
any changes that are made will be implemented in the coming days as we receive them. 

Thank you for your continued support in enabling us to offer private prayer and services. 

We are endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering online 
services and prayers. 
 
Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk 
For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or  
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up 
 

PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES 
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be prayed for, 
or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone 
on 01242 244373.    You can of course, speak to any of the clergy or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on 
your behalf.    We only ever put someone’s first name on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then 
remain on the list for a period of three months.  After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted 
Kate or a member of clergy to ask to stay on for another three month period. 
 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 

☎244373     Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 

THE DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS 1200 EACH WEDNESDAY 
This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373 (opening 
hours as above) – alternative number at the current time: 01242 244877 

 

NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS 
Funerals can still take place in church, the Church of England guidelines are that no more than 30 
people may attend.  Bearing this in mind and the limits placed on funerals at the Crematorium (no 
more than 30 mourners), we ask that you continue to remain at home and light a candle at the time 
of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer (please see our website for some prayers you 
may wish to use).  We are offering all families who have lost loved ones at this time a memorial 
service in the future if they so wish.  Please also remember at this difficult time for many, the families and friends who 
are mourning loved ones, as well as the Funeral Directors who are dealing with arranging funerals under difficult 
circumstances, and the clergy who are supporting those in mourning.  
From 17th May 2021, there will be no legal limit on the number of those who are able to attend a funeral, but we will 
still be limited in our capacity dependent on the size of each of our churches under the Government and Church of 
England guidelines. 
 
If you have any pictures you would like to share with others, to let people know what you are doing then please send 
them to news@northchelt.org.uk.  Thank you. 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
(available on our website also) https://www.northchelt.org.uk/aboutus/calendar  

 
MONDAY 24th MAY John and Charles Wesley, evangelists, hymn writers, 1791 and 1788 
Ordinary Time begins 
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
2000 Online Bible Study with Rev Mary via Zoom Zoom 
If you would like to find out more or to get the Zoom code for the meeting please get in touch with Rev Mary 
(mary.bowden@northchelt.org.uk or 07921 315894) 
 
TUESDAY  25th MAY The Venerable Bede, monk, scholar, historian, 735 
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000 Said Eucharist St Nicolas 
 
WEDNESDAY 26th MAY Augustine, archbishop, 605 
   John Calvin, reformer, 1564 
   Philip Neri, founder of the Oratorians, spiritual guide, 1595 
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Lawrence 
2030 Evening Prayer with a Celtic Flavour with Rev Mary Bowden Online 
 
THURSDAY 27th MAY  
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1030 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 
1115 Said Mass All Saints 
 
FRIDAY 28th MAY Lanfranc, monk, archbishop, scholar, 1089 
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
 
SATURDAY 29th MAY  
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Individual Private Prayer All Saints 
 
SUNDAY  30th MAY TRINITY SUNDAY 
Online service  
0930 Eucharist streamed live from St Nicolas Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Mass All Saints 
0800 Eucharist St Mary’s 
0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 
0930 Eucharist – streamed live St Nicolas 
1030 Mass  All Saints 
1045 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Eucharist St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 
1830 Evening Prayer St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Service  All Saints  


