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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time. If you would like a quiet personal
chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894. If
you don’t get an immediate reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you.
This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer
Sunday 3rd January 2021
Epiphany
Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet
Today’s Collect
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: mercifully grant
that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
First Reading
60 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a]
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Second Reading
Ephesians 3: 1-12
3 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2 for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is,
the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.
7

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the
working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see] what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in[d] God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in

its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Alleluia, alleluia
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world.
Alleluia
Gospel
Matthew 2: 1-12
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet:
6

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd] my people Israel.’”

7

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise men have been drawn by
your light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
For your Prayers
For those at St Mary’s:
Our prayers are asked for: William and his family, Roger and Gill, Mary, Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,
Father Mike, Father Paul, Colin, Keith and Lorna, Lucy and boys, Margaret, Stephen, Gerald, Lorraine,
Pamela, Hazel, Tracey, Sue, Val, Alexandra, Baby Elizabeth, Laura and George, David and Maria, Wendy,
Kevin and family, John, David, Roy, Marion, William, Alan, Jessica, Lydia and Spencer, David, Kate, Andy and
Amy, Joshua and Jon, Jess, Julia and family, Colin and his children, Jean, Mikey, Lawrence, Kevin, Peter,
Revd Chris
For those at St Nicolas:
Our prayers are asked for : William and his family, Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard, Father Mike,
Father Paul, Martyn, Di (Granny Owl), Hazel, Peter, Ruth and Simon
Those whose anniversary of death is today:
Madelina Llewellyn, James Tarling, Dorothy Trainer, Pauline Francis, Florence Battenti,
Geoffrey Sunderland, priest, Dorothea DOFF Jeans

Those whose anniversary of death is this week:
4th Amy Willis, Lily Williams, Myrtle Haslem, Irene Lipscombe, Lois Cleaver, Sheron Martin,
Harold Sly, priest, Millicent Cornwall, Molly Walter, Gwendoline Grierson
5th Alan Pugh, Winifred Hall, Neville Brown, Michael Williams,
Susan Hawkswell, Doreen Biscoe
6th Maria Green, Ellen Davis, Joan Prior, Stanley Atkins, bishop, Barbara Thompson, Joan Ramplin
7th Albert Harper, James Pihlens, Gertrude Price, Patrick Dobell, Florence Stevens, David Brookes,
Mark Jackson, Isobel Fraser, Donald Sumption

8th
9th

Henry Crofts, Richard Hetherington, priest, Ann Rollo, Esme Lloyd, George Tucker,
Stan Chivers, Shela Gillard
Francis Lidderdale, Brian Ward, Una Henderson

For those at All Saints:
Our prayers are asked for: William and his family, Sandra and her daughter, Revd Elizabeth and Revd
Howard, Father Mike, Father Paul, Josephine, Mark, Colin, Nicola, June, Sasha, Shari
Those whose anniversary of death is today:
Molly Blackmore, Pauline Jones
Those whose anniversary of death is this week:
4th Peter Goss
5th Phyllis Lee, Richard Lewis
6th Kim Maisey Angove
7th Louise Cuttell
8th Reginald Palfrey
9th Bob Ellis, Roy Blackmore
For those at St Lawrence:
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body: William and his family, Pat Eady and family, Revd Elizabeth and Revd
Howard, Father Mike, Father Paul, Geoffrey and Caroline, Rose, Jackie, Mala, Rose, Gerald and Susan
For those at St Mary Magdalene:
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body: William and his family, Lyubov, Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,
Harold, Father Paul, Father Mike, Eric, Nerys, Soo and Ray, Pauline, Kathleen, Margery, Sally, Michelle

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember all those who
live in Bullingham Court, Charles Street and Chosen View Road (St Lawrence and St Peter’s) and
Tewkesbury Road(St Mary Magdalene).
Those who have died recently in the Benefice:
Doreen Jones, William Porter, priest, Peggy Holland, Frances Bonnette, William Nicholls, Colin
Marsh, Frances BETTY Leddington .and those who mourn their deaths.
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
(St Mary’s, St Nicolas, All Saints and St Lawrence)
Eucharist
Evening Prayer
Genesis 1: 1-5
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Acts 19:1-7
Ephesians 2: 1-10
Mark 1: 4-11
(St Mary Magdalene)
Eucharist
Genesis 1: 1-5
1 Corinthians 9: 6-14
Matthew 6: 25-end
SUNDAY 3rd JANUARY
Continuing online services
0930
Eucharist, streamed live from St Nicolas
Services in our churches:
0800
Said Mass
0800
Said Eucharist
1030
Morning Prayer
0930
Said Eucharist – streamed live
1030
Said Mass
1045
Said BCP Holy Communion
1100
Said Eucharist
1830
Holy Communion
1830
Evening Prayer
1830
Choral Evensong

BAPTISM OF CHRIST

PLOUGH SUNDAY

EPIPHANY
Online
All Saints
St Mary’s
St Lawrence
St Nicolas
All Saints
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary’s
St Lawrence
St Mary’s
All Saints

* TEAM NOTICES

*

STREAMING OF SERVICES
There will be one service streamed this Sunday:
9.30 am:

Eucharist streamed live from St Nicolas Church
These services are for viewing from your home only!
To watch these services, please follow one of the links below

Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/
Like’ the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start:
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry
Online services in the NCTM
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry
https://www.northchelt.org.uk/online-services

CONTINUING SERVICES IN THE NCTM IN JANUARY
Celebrate! Online will no longer be happening in 2021, but we will continue to stream one of our NCTM
Sunday morning services on a weekly basis. We are hoping to re-start the Celebrate! services on a Sunday
afternoon in the New Year and there are some other exciting chances to meet virtually with the Celebrate!
congregation. Please see note further down the News Sheet for more information.
Our Sunday services will be live streamed as follows:
Sunday 3rd January 2021: 9.30 am live from St Nicolas
Sunday 10th January 2021: 10.30 am live from All Saints
Sunday 17th January 2021: 9.30 am live from St Nicolas
Sunday 24th January 2021: 10.30 am live from All Saints

CELEBRATE! IN 2021
Sadly, plans to return to our table top booked services on Sunday afternoons have been put on hold until the
pandemic situation improves. In order to worship together and retain that sense of community, we plan
instead to provide an online service at the same time of 4.30 pm but via Zoom. This will start on Sunday
10th January 2021. Details of how to obtain the link will be given on our Celebrate! Facebook page or by
emailing matt.allison@prestbury.net
We will be continuing our LIVE CraftAlong on Zoom where children and families can all gather to get
creative. This will be every Thursday at 4.00 pm.
Finally, in replacement of our Celebrate! Online service we will be doing a Weekend Inspiration. This will be
going out on our social media on Friday/Saturday to inspire you with ways of worshipping with your
household in different ways.
So we still have a triple offering for 2021.
Sunday 4:30 pm Celebrate! on Zoom
Thursday 4.00 pm CraftAlong
Weekend Inspiration
We look forward to worshipping and getting to know existing members of Celebrate! and those who are yet
to join, even more. God Bless Revd Tom

PRIVATE PRAYER:
Three of our churches will remain open for Individual Private Prayer (which is defined as a person or
household entering the venue to pray on their own and not as part of a group, led prayer or communal act)
next week, as follows:
St Mary’s Church, Prestbury will be open for individual private prayer:
Monday to Saturday from 9.00 am until 1.00 pm
All Saints Church, Pittville will be open for individual private prayer:
Wednesdays from 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (please note the change of time)
Saturdays from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon
St Lawrence Church will be open for individual private prayer:
Wednesdays from 10.00 am – 12.00 noon
TALKS WITH TOM
Our sessions are aiming to create a safe space to explore this subject. We are not trying to shame or have a
go at people so that they end up agreeing with us. We want people to have the opportunity to learn and
explore this subject. Join us this Sunday 3rd January at 7.45 pm to discuss:
Is veganism the answer to climate issues?
Zoom Meeting Information
Zoom Meeting ID: 891 3075 3755
Password: 422889
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89130753755?pwd=UXFSQWtzcVRUVXVucE05NDlISWdBZz09
+44 131 460 1196
For any enquiries please contact Revd Tom: tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk
Future discussion topics:
February 7th: Can the LGBTQIA+ community find a home in the church?
March 7th: Do you have to be rich to be ethical?
TEA WITH TOM – every Wednesday at 11.00 am –
This is a light hearted time to have a drink and a cake from the comfort of your home. I look forward to
getting to know you better! Wednesdays from 11.00 am via Zoom.
Zoom ID: 819 1394 0076
Password: 346 649
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81913940076?pwd=d3ltL0N3dmxrWi9aT0JqTGJxa3ppZz09
Revd Tom
ON LINE BIBLE STUDY BEGINS THIS MONDAY
The new Bible study group will take place on Mondays, beginning on Monday, 4th January.
It will be at 8pm on Zoom and we will be looking each week at the lectionary passages set
for the following Sunday, so in the first session we will be thinking about the baptism of
Christ - a very good place to start!
If you would like to find out more or to get the Zoom code for the meeting please get in touch with Rev
Mary (mary.bowden@northchelt.org.uk or 07921 315894)
* ST LAWRENCE *
The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is available on the Parish
Council's website - www.swindonparish.org.uk
* ST NICOLAS *
COBALT CHRISTMAS CARD RECYCLING
Once again we will be collecting cards to take for recycling. There is a much tighter 'window' for bringing
your cards along to St. Nic's, just Jan 3rd. and 10th. Please bring your cards in a carrier bag, then we'll put
them all in black sacks to take up to the Cobalt unit. Do help with this fundraiser, they've missed so much
this year.

THE HOLY FAMILY 2020 – A VIRTUAL INTERACTIVE JOURNEY ACROSS THE TEAM
The Holy Family began their journey on Sunday, 29th November at St Mary Magdalene and journeyed through our
Team from St Mary Magdalene, on to Uckington Village Hall, then St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village Hall, Swindon
Village Primary School, St Nicolas Church, The Racecourse, Pittville School, four days in Pittville Park, All Saints
Church, Berkhampstead School, St Mary’s Infant and Junior Schools, The Beehive, Prestbury URC, The Royal Oak, The
Plough, the North steps at St Mary’s Church, the War Memorial, The King’s Arms and ended up at St Mary’s on 23 rd
December and took time there resting and enjoying the Christmas services. They endured the cold, rain and wind but
also enjoyed some beautiful sun and saw many lovely buildings and scenery. They did however, miss the snow as they
were safely back at St Mary’s to rest before next Christmas. Below are the last three days of pictures at St Mary’s.
Thank you to all who followed their journey and for all the guesses, correct and incorrect. If you would like to see
their journey, then please head to our Facebook or Instagram page, links below:

https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry
https://instagram.com/north_cheltenham_team_ministry?igshid=vlj5ikr5hbru
The pictures will be a ‘close up’ of the Holy Family and we would like you to try and guess where they are.
Later on in the day, a zoomed out picture of the location will be added. The St Nicolas Holy Family will also
be out and about, so keep an eye out for them too.
For those who don’t have social media, the pictures will be posted in the News Sheet each week, so you can
follow the Holy Family’s journey too.
Day 25, 23rd December – St Mary’s Church

Day 26, 24th December- The font at St Mary’s Church

Day 27, 25th December – St Mary’s Church inside
‘It doesn't matter if we're mid pandemic, Flora and
Charlie are still fascinated by the crib!’

* ST MARYS *
PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINES The deadline for the next Prestbury parish magazine is Sunday 17th
January 2021. Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month.
Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 2 Honeysuckle Close,
Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN or by email to magazine@prestbury.net. The theme for the
Prestbury magazine for February is ‘Competition(s)’. We are in a position to now be able to print
the magazines again. Please note that the current time production of the All Saints Magazine has been
suspended.
CHRISTIAN AID CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2020
This year, because of Covid19, the usual fund raising has been reduced because of the lack of House to House
collecting during the first lockdown and now we are unable to go carol singing at the main supermarkets on the
Saturdays before Christmas.
Christian Aid has launched this appeal nationally and we are being asked to donate which can be done in a number of
ways, electronically through Just Giving, by contactless or using cash and envelopes with gift aid. With the churches
now being open envelopes and contactless payment will be found at St Marys and St Nicolas and there will be a secure
point for return of envelopes at services until Candlemas.
This Christmas gifts, prayers and actions will build hope in some of the world’s toughest places and help our sisters
and brothers still facing crisis around the world.

NCTM LIVING ADVENT CALENDAR
We hope you have all enjoyed looking at the beautifully decorated windows of our NCTM Living Advent
Calendar. Thank you to all who took part and spent time creating such beautiful window displays for all to
enjoy throughout Advent, all your efforts are greatly appreciated.
Day 22

Day 23

* OTHER NOTICES *
NOTICE FROM ST MARY’S INFANT SCHOOL
The St Mary’s Infant School Welcoming Reception 2021 webpages are now live. Videos and articles are gradually being
added so please keep checking back: https://www.prestburystmarys.co.uk/Welcoming-Reception-2021/
NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS
While Churches are closed for services, funerals can still take place in church, the Church of England
guidelines are that no more than 30 people may attend. Bearing this in mind and the limits placed on
funerals at the Crematorium (no more than 20 mourners), we ask that you continue to remain at home
and light a candle at the time of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer (please see our website
for some prayers you may wish to use). We are offering all families who have lost loved ones at this time a memorial
service in the future if they so wish. Please also remember at this difficult time for many, the families and friends who
are mourning loved ones, as well as the Funeral Directors who are dealing with arranging funerals under difficult
circumstances, and the clergy who are supporting those in mourning.

The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England advice - which can be found at
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
When you do attend for our Sunday services, please wear a face mask BEFORE entering the church,
and keep this on for the duration of your time in Church. (A mandatory requirement as set out by the
Government since the 8th August 2020. Part of the new rules, including the ‘Rule of 6’ introduced on
Monday 14th September 2020 is that they are backed up in law, and breaking of the rules can now result
in a scale of increasing fines, and even imprisonment.). A document will be available on our website
from the Church of England, and also in our churches, regarding the wearing of face masks and who is
exempt. This includes the clergy while they are taking a service, provided they are able to keep the 2
metre distance from you (therefore a mask will be worn by the clergy when they offer
communion). Information regarding the wearing of face masks in Church. You will only be able to
attend a service as a household/support bubble following the ‘Rule of 6’. There should be no mixing or
‘mingling’ between ‘bubbles’ while attending these services.
When you enter, please use the hand sanitiser available for your use.
Once in the Church, please sit where you are directed, either by the Sidespeople, or by the location of
the service sheets, which have already been set out, keeping to the 2 metre distance
requirement. Please DO NOT pick up the service sheets and move to another seat or place in the
pews.
Before we were able to open our churches, the Clergy Team and Wardens spent a lot of time going
through the guidelines and creating risk assessments to enable us to do so (as required by the Church
of England and the Government).
We want to be able to keep our Churches open for private prayer and worship, and can only do this
with your co-operation in following these guidelines.
There are new guidelines for places of worship that have been issued by the Government this week,
which the Church of England are going through to amend their existing guidelines on their website, and
any changes that are made will be implemented in the coming days as we receive them.
Thank you for your continued support in enabling us to offer private prayer and services.
We are endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering online
services and prayers.
We are endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering online
services and prayers.
Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk
For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up
PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be prayed for,
or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone
on 01242 244373. You can of course, speak to any of the clergy or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on
your behalf. We only ever put someone’s first name on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then
remain on the list for a period of three months. After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted
Kate or a member of clergy to ask to stay on for another three month period.
This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office
The office is open: Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon
☎244373 Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk
THE DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS 1200 EACH WEDNESDAY
This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373 (opening
hours as above)

THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES (available on our website also)
MONDAY 4th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1100 Funeral of Rev William Porter (Requiem Mass)
2000 Online Bible Study with Rev Mary via Zoom

St Mary’s
All Saints
Zoom

TUESDAY 5th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1830
Evening Prayer with Father Robert

St Mary’s
Online

WEDNESDAY 6th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1000-1200 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1400-1600 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
2030
Evening Prayer with a Celtic Flavour with Rev Mary Bowden
THURSDAY 7th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer
1830
Evening Prayer with Father Robert

St Mary’s
St Lawrence
All Saints
Online

St Mary’s
Online

FRIDAY 8th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1500
Funeral of Frances BETTY Leddington

St Mary’s
Cheltenham Crematorium

SATURDAY 9th JANUARY
0900-1300 Church open for Individual Private Prayer
1000-1200 Church open for Individual Private Prayer

St Mary’s
All Saints

SUNDAY 10th JANUARY
Continuing online services
1030
Mass, streamed live from All Saints
1630
Celebrate! Online via Zoom
Services in our churches:
0800
Said Mass
0800
Said Eucharist
0915
BCP Holy Communion with music
0930
Said Eucharist with music
1030
Said Mass with music – streamed live
1045
Said Holy Communion
1100
Said Eucharist with music
1830
Evening Prayer
1830
Evening Prayer
1830
Choral Evensong

EPIPHANY
Online
Zoom
All Saints
St Mary’s
St Lawrence
St Nicolas
All Saints
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary’s
St Lawrence
St Mary’s
All Saints

