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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time.  If you would like a quiet personal 
chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894.  If 
you don’t get an immediate reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you. 

 

This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 20th September 2020 
15th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 

Today’s Collect 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that 
your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found 
steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen. 
 

First Reading Jonah 3 10-end of 4 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

4 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! 
Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I 
knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 
relent from punishing. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down 
east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
 
6 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 
from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He 
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 
die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you 
did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not 
know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

Second Reading Philippians 1: 21-end 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may 
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted 
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 
 



Alleluia, alleluia. 
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Alleluia 
 
Gospel  Matthew 20: 1-16 
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.   10 Now when 
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  

 
Post Communion Prayer 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot 
but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
For your Prayers 

For those at St Mary’s: 
Our prayers are asked for:   William and his family,   Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Revd Elizabeth and Revd 
Howard,   Father Mike,  Colin,   Keith and Lorna,  Lucy and boys,   Margaret,    Stephen,   Gerald,   Lorraine,   
Pamela,    Hazel,   Tracey,   Sue,   Val,   Alexandra,   Baby Elizabeth,   Laura and George,  David and Maria,   
Wendy,    Kevin and family,   Ken,   John,   David,   Roy,   Marion,   William,   Alan, Jessica, Lydia and 
Spencer,   David,   Kate,   Andy and Amy,   Joshua and Jon,   Jess 
 

For those at St Nicolas: 
Our prayers are asked for : William and his family,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard, Father Mike,   Martyn,   
Di (Granny Owl) 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Frederick Harper,   Thomas Pendry,   Frank Pendrey,   George Purvey Dorothy Wright,    
Rosemary Morris 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
21st Florence Barber,  Mary Henry,  Joan Wilkinson 
22nd George Horne,   Beatrice Midwood,   Kathleen Daynes,   Thomas Whitehead 
  Margaret Benton,   Dave Bennett 
23rd Molly Fulwell,   Lily Parkinson,   Joanne Davis,   Gordon Tricker 
24th Gwendoline Noel,   Nancy Forrester,  Donald Simmonds,  Sheila Smart 
25th Diana Hill,    Francis Elkins,   Robert Freydanck,  David Courtney,   Roderick Macrae,   Sandra Revitt,   

Frances Snape 
26th Francis Weatherall,   Brian Thompson,   Betty Hurst,  Don Littlewood 
 

For those at All Saints: 
Our prayers are asked for: William and his family, Sandra and her daughter,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd 
Howard,    Father Mike,    Josephine,   Mark,   Colin,  Nicola,   June,   Fr William,   Sasha,   Shari 
 



Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Frederick Sherrard,   Wallace Davis 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
23rd Brenda Favell 
 
For those at St Lawrence: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Pat Eady and family,    Revd Elizabeth 
and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,    Geoffrey and Caroline,    Rose,    Jackie,   Mala,    Rose 
 
For those at St Mary Magdalene: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William and his family,    Lyubov,   Revd Elizabeth and Revd 
Howard,   Harold,   Ken,   Father Paul,   Father Mike,   Jean and Eric,   Nerys,   Soo and Ray,    Pauline,   
Kathleen,    Margery,   Sally,   Michelle 
 
We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember all those who 
live in Riverview Way, Russell Place, Russell Street and Runnings Road (St Lawrence and St Peter’s) and 
Tewkesbury Road (St Mary Magdalene). 
 
Those who have died recently in the Benefice:    
Titi Stoica,   David Webster,    Christopher Adams,   Helen Porter,   Sylvia Evans…….and those 
who mourn their deaths.      
In addition:   Brian Peters 
 
Next Sunday’s readings 16th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Eucharist Evensong 
Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-end Ezekiel 37: 15-end 
Philippians 2: 1-13 1 John 2: 22-end 
Matthew 21: 23-32 
 
SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 15th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Continuing online services: 
0930 Celebrate! Online Online 
1030 Team Service Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Said Mass All Saints 
0800 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 
0915 Said Holy Communion St Lawrence 
0930 Said Eucharist St Nicolas 
1030 Said Mass All Saints 
1045 Said Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 
1630 Celebrate! (pre-book only) St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Prayer St Mary’s 
1830 Said Evening Prayer and Benediction All Saints 
1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 
 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

A lovely service from St 
Lawrence Church last 
Sunday - thanks to all 

those who contributed. 



STREAMING OF SERVICES 
 

There will be two services streamed this Sunday: 
 

9.30 am:  Celebrate! Online 
10.30 am:  A team service led by Father Robert with help from Deacon Jennifer and others 
 

These services are for viewing from your home only! 
To watch these services, please follow one of the links below 

 

Facebook: ‘https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  
Like’ the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
 

Recordings of services in the NCTM 
Please ‘subscribe’ to our You Tube channel – this is free and we will try and put all recordings on here: 
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
 

Unfortunately due to lack of availability for someone to enable the telephone facility we will be unable to 
offer this for any of our services.  We are sorry for those who rely on this, but please do contact Kate at the 
office regarding this.  We may be able to provide a copy of the service for you to watch on DVD instead.  
Please do pass this information to anyone you know who uses this service. 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER: 
Four of our churches are open for Private Prayer as follows: 
 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury will be open for private prayer: 
Monday to Saturday from 9.00 am until 1.00 pm  
 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury will not open for Private Prayer. 
 

All Saints Church, Pittville will be open for private prayer: 
Wednesdays from 4.00 pm until 7.00 pm 
Thursdays from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon 
Saturdays from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon 
 

St Mary Magdalene Church will be open for private prayer: 
Wednesdays from 7.00 pm until 9.00 pm 
 

St Lawrence Church will be open for private prayer: 
Wednesdays from 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
 
If anyone would like to make a donation to any of our churches, please contact Kate on 01242 244373 or by 
email on admin@northchelt.org.uk for details on how to do so. 
 
We are investigating online donations but, at the moment, for technical reasons it is not possible. Please 
speak to Fr Nick for more information. 
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

TOM COOK’S ORDINATION 
Tom Cook will be ordained priest this coming Sunday at 10.15 am in Gloucester Cathedral.  If you would 
like to see this service it is being broadcast live via You Tube, and will continue to be available after the 
service.  To access this here is the link https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/ordinations-
2020/?fbclid=IwAR1tAQeFf5DxPv9xHkFgzKKuLRZivhSu7wg4YKNd3bjp35oeLHogoxfzSgw  
 
GARDNER WANTED, mainly lawnmowing, for a Prestbury parishioner.  If you have an hour or two a 
week to help, please contact Father Nick, nick.bromfield@northchelt.org.uk 
 

BAPTISM CERTIFICATES AND CANDLES 
After many years of faithfully writing out our Baptism Certificates and candles Doreen has decided to step 
down.    If there is anyone with calligraphy skills who would like to help with this please contact Kate in the 
Office on 01242 244373 or admin@northchelt.org.uk.  Thank you. 



ONLINE SERVICES GOING FORWARD 
We have been delighted to be able to bring you online services since the beginning of lockdown in March.  
While this has kept us together as a church (even if we couldn’t physically meet) with the easing of the 
lockdown and people going back to work and trying to get back to some ‘normality’, we are finding we are 
struggling for time, resources and people to put these together.  These services can take up to 12 hours a 
week to edit and put together and that is once all the various recordings have been done and uploaded to 
our shared video drive.  There are also service sheets to be prepared, hymns and music to be chosen, 
readers, intercessors and preachers to organise.  Once these videos have been prepared, they then have to 
be uploaded to You Tube and Facebook separately, taking up to an hour for each platform. 
 

As such, we will continue with the current rota of an online service on a Sunday morning at 10.30 am until 
Sunday 4th October, this being our last one of this kind.   Celebrate! will continue with their online service, as 
well as their afternoon ‘service’ detailed in this News Sheet also.  We are very aware that there are several 
members of our congregations who are still ‘shielding or self-isolating’ for health reasons, so we are looking 
at ways to still provide an online service for them, and others, who are enjoying watching from the safety of 
their home.   
 

We are fortunate to have had a benefactor donate funds to enable a permanent ‘camera’ to be set up at St 
Nicolas Church, which will enable us to ‘live stream’ services going forward. However, this is still in the 
planning stages, but we are hopeful that we will have this up and running in the not too distant future. 
In the meantime, after the 4th October, we are planning to record one of our Sunday morning services while 
it is happening and then upload this video on a Sunday afternoon, sending out the link for this to be watched.   
If you are attending one of our services at any of our churches, and don’t want to be videoed, please do let 
someone know.   By recording a service this way, we won’t have any editing to do and the load of recording 
and uploading can be shared around. 
 

Please bear with us as we make these slight changes over the next few weeks.  Please note that we are still 
planning to keep our week day online services going, although there may be some slight changes about which 
we will keep you informed. 
 
 
 

ANNUAL APCMS 
Our annual APCMs at all our churches have been fixed as follows: 
Prestbury APCM: Wednesday 23rd September 2020 at 7.30 pm at St Nicolas Church  
Elmstone Hardwicke APCM: Sunday 11th October 2020 at 12.00 noon following the morning service (10.45 
am) at St Mary Magdalene Church. 
Swindon Village APCM: Monday 12th October 2020 at 7.00 pm at St Lawrence Church. 
All Saints APCM: Sunday 18th October 2020 at 11.30 am following the morning service (10.30 am) at All 
Saints Church. 
Notices for each church are within the News Sheet below: 
 

*   ST MARYS   * 
 

CELEBRATE! BACK IN CHURCH 
We have had an exciting time re-opening Celebrate! We are 
safe, creative and worshipping God together. We are having 
households book their own tables via Eventbrite, so they can 
safely enjoy time together in church. We have SOLD OUT of 
our free tickets for September, but our October tickets are 
now available. Go to Eventbrite to book yours. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--
cheltenham/celebrate/?page=1 Our first ticket for October 
went within the first 5 minutes of going live! Don't forget to 
tell your friends that their family can also book a place. For 
more information please contact Revd Tom Cook     
07539 551 398 

 
 
 



PRESTBURY MAGAZINE 
We cannot print the Prestbury Parish Magazine at the current time.  For those of you with access to the 
internet a PDF version can be found at http://www.prestbury.net/magazine.  If anyone would like a PDF 
version of the magazine emailing to them then please let Kate know on admin@northchelt.org.uk.    
However, we have put together an Omnibus edition featuring articles from our July, August and September 
magazines which we have printed and which will be available in church this weekend.   
 

The Swindon Village news magazine, Village News, is back in production and is available on the Parish 
Council's website - www.swindonparish.org.uk 
 

NOTICE OF PRESTBURY APCM –   Wednesday 23rd September 2020 
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 7.30 pm, is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens:  two 
for St Mary’s and two for St Nicolas’.  Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting begins 
and nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches.  Anyone who lives within 
the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, will take place on 
Wednesday 23rd September at St Nicolas Church.  This is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of 
what has taken place during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 
 

At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place.  Nominations for PCC members 
will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the 
meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish 
and they should also be asked if they are willing to stand!      Stella Caney, PCC Secretary 

 
 
 
 
Oliver and Jake Shepherd, who were 
Baptised at St Mary's, Prestbury on 
Saturday 12th August, with Dad 
Jonathan and Mum Merily. 
 
Both boys were very 'co-operative', as 
shown in this photo. (Fr Nick pouring 
the holy water on to Oliver's head). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*   ST MARY MAGDALENE   *  and  *   ST LAWRENCE   * 
 

ST MARY MAGDALENE'S HERITAGE WEEKEND AND ST LAWRENCE'S RIDE AND 
STRIDE 
A huge thank you for the support for both of these events last weekend. They 
were both well attended and were a rip roaring success. It was great to see 
attendances so high, particularly as the weather was glorious for the whole 
weekend. A thank you also to all those who worked tirelessly and contributed in 
various ways to making these events run as smoothly as they did, especially amid 
the updated government ruling which came into force ahead of the 
weekend.    Blessings and thanks to all.   Father George 



 
 

 Hertiage Weekend at St 
Mary Magdalne 

 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
HISTORIC CHURCHES 
TRUST RIDE & STRIDE 
- ST LAWRENCE'S 
A perfect morning for my 
Ride and Stride 100 laps 
around St Lawrence. So 
much support from my 
family. I had company on 
the first 99 laps and left to 
do the last on my own. The 

finishing tape was held by my Grand Daughter and Great Grand Daughter. 
May Shurmer 

 I really enjoyed my walk between our Team churches on 
Ride & Stride Day.  I know it wasn't a particularly long walk 
but it was a notable achievement for me.  However, I 
certainly wasn't expecting the rousing welcome I received at 
the end - seven members of my family, two having travelled 
from Lancashire specially, had secretly arranged to be at St. 
Mary Magdalene.  I was bowled over!  Thank you very much 
to everyone who supported May and me.  Karen Evans 
To donate: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/St-
Lawrence-s-Church-Swindon-
Village-Cheltenham  or go 
to www.justgiving.com, search for 
Gloucestershire Ride & Stride and 
look for a photo of our church. The 
Trust will pass half of the money we 

raise directly to St. Lawrence's.    Thank you.     
 
 
 
 
NOTICE OF ELMSTONE HARDWICKE APCM – SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2020 
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 12.00 noon following the morning service, is a short 
meeting to elect two Churchwardens for Elmstone Hardwicke. Candidates must be nominated and seconded 
before the meeting begins and nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches. 
Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and vote at this 
meeting. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, will take place on 
Sunday 11th October at St Mary Magdalene Church. This is a chance to come to hear a review and reports 
of what has taken place during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 
 



At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place. Nominations for PCC members 
will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the meeting. 
Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish and they 
should also be asked if they are willing to stand!  
PCC Secretary 
 

CHANGES TO SERVICES AT ST LAWRENCE CHURCH 
From the beginning of September, there will be some temporary changes to the rota of morning services at 
St Lawrence Church for the foreseeable future: 
First Sunday of the month:   10.30 am: Morning Prayer 
      6.30 pm:  Said Holy Communion 
 

All other Sundays of the month: 9.15 am:  Said Holy Communion 
      6.30 pm: Evening Prayer 
 

The 9.15 am on the second Sunday of the month will be BCP Holy Communion. 
 

On the fifth Sunday of the month the usual rotation of Songs of Praise will continue.  So there is one on 
Sunday 30th August at St Mary Magdalene, with the next one planned for Sunday 29th November at St 
Lawrence.   
 

At the current time Together @ Ten Thirty won’t be operating and in its place Morning Prayer will be said.  
This is being looked at and it is hoped that this will be re-introduced in the future, once there are less 
restrictions due to the current pandemic.   Together@ The Table will also be looked at in the future.  Please 
do keep an eye on the News Sheet and website for updates about services. 
 
NOTICE OF SWINDON VILLAGE APCM - MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2020 
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 7.00 pm, is a short meeting to elect two 
Churchwardens for St Lawrence.  
 

Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting begins and nomination lists will also be 
displayed on the notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the 
church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting. 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, will take place on 
Monday 12th October 2020 at St Lawrence Church. This is a chance to come to hear a review and reports 
of what has taken place during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 
 

At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place. Nominations for PCC members 
will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the meeting. 
Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish and they 
should also be asked if they are willing to stand!  
Karen Evans, PCC Secretary 
 

*   ALL SAINTS  * 
 

NOTICE OF ALL SAINTS' PITTVILLE APCM - SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2020 
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 11.30 am following the morning Mass, is a short meeting 
to elect two Churchwardens. Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting begins and 
nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the 
parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, will take place on 
Sunday 18th October 2020 at All Saints' Church. This is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of 
what has taken place during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 
 

At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place. Nominations for PCC members 
will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the meeting. 
Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish and they 
should also be asked if they are willing to stand!  
PCC Secretary 
 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST RIDE & STRIDE – ALL SAINTS 
CHELTENHAM 
Ride & Stride went well.  I was joined by Drewe Lacey and Deacon Jennifer on the walk.  Jean supplied coffee 
and bacon rolls at the halfway point.  So far we have raised £530 and it would be great to get it up to £600 
by this coming Sunday.  John McElroy 

 
One photo was 
taken at All 
Saints’ by Fr 
Robert just 
before John set 
off and one 
taken by Jean 
when John got 
to St Mary 
Magdalene.  To 
donate 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/All-Saints-Church-
Cheltenham.  Donations will be shared equally between the 
Trust and All Saints’ Church.  

 

*   OTHER NOTICES  * 
 

PART TIME LOCAL CHRISTIAN JOB OPPORTUNITY 
A new charity CaBiC has been launched to bring Anna Chaplaincy to Cheltenham and Bishops Cleeve. Anna 
Chaplaincy is a Christian movement providing spiritual care to older people of all faiths and none. CaBiC are seeking to 
appoint a part time Anna Coordinator to develop and lead this ministry. For further details, please contact Brian 
Dunlop at info@cabic.co.uk 
 
LET KIDS BE KIDS COALITION (INFORMATION FROM PREMIER CHRISTIANITY) 
The controversial Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) curriculum came into effect in all schools in England on 1st 
September, and these compulsory changes mean parents no longer have the right to withdraw their children from 
teaching they may disagree with. For the first time in the education system, the ultimate decision as to what should be 
taught rests with the school, and parents will have no veto over sex or gender content, and no ability to withdraw 
their child from specific lessons. 
  

Relationships Education is now compulsory in all primary schools, and Health Education is compulsory in all primary 
and secondary schools. The Department for Education is encouraging the teaching of these new subjects to include 
content that amounts to sex education. Whereas parents did have an unqualified right to withdraw their children from 
sex education, parents’ rights to withdraw their children from RSE is significantly limited. 
 

Realising that the Government had been left to freely impose the sexualisation of our children, we at the Let Kids be 
Kids Coalition (LKBKC) have been formed as a multi faith group to challenge the Government. We believe 
parents/guardians should have the right of withdrawal of their children from all Sex and Relationship Education that is 
contrary to their religious or philosophical beliefs. We think parents/guardians, who know their children best, should 
decide what is age appropriate Sex Education. 
 

The government has rejected our most recent legal challenge and confirmed it intends to fully implement the 
curriculum. Furthermore, in their response to the legal challenge, the Department for Education threatened LKBKC 
with costs. Undeterred, we have now instructed international human rights barrister Paul Diamond to represent us, 
and have set up a website to encourage others to support us. 
 

Please see the website of the Let Kids be Kids Coalition. Support the campaign at crowdjustice.com 
 

NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS 
While funerals can now take place in church, the Church of England guidelines are that no more 
than 30 people may attend.  Bearing this in mind and the limits placed on funerals at the 
Crematorium (no more than 20 mourners), we ask that you continue to remain at home and  
light a candle at the time of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer (please see our 
website for some prayers you may wish to use).  We are offering all families who have lost loved ones at this 
time a memorial service in the future if they so wish.  Please also remember at this difficult time for many the 
families and friends, who are mourning loved ones, as well as the Funeral Directors who are dealing with 
arranging funerals under difficult circumstances, and the clergy who are supporting those in mourning.  



The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England advice - which can be found at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 
 
Please be aware that all of our churches sadly remain closed to anyone other than our clergy 
apart from for Sunday services and for individual private prayer as indicated above.  
 
When you do attend for our Sunday services, please wear a face mask BEFORE entering the 
church, and keep this on for the duration of your time in Church.  (A mandatory requirement 
as set out by the Government since the 8th August 2020.  Part of the new rules, including the 
‘Rule of 6’ introduced on Monday 14th September 2020 is that they are backed up in law, and 
breaking of the rules can now result in a scale of increasing fines, and even imprisonment.).  A 
document will be available on our website from the Church of England, and also in our 
churches, regarding the wearing of face masks and who is exempt. This includes the clergy 
while they are taking a service, provided they are able to keep the 2 metre distance from you 
(therefore a mask will be worn by the clergy when they offer communion). 
 

When you enter, please use the hand sanitiser available for your use. 
 

Once in the Church, please sit where you are directed, either by the Sidespeople, or by the 
location of the service sheets, which have already been set out, keeping to the 2 metre 
distance requirement.  Please DO NOT pick up the service sheets and move to another seat or 
place in the pews.   
 

Before we were able to open our churches, the Clergy Team and Wardens spent a lot of time 
going through the guidelines and creating risk assessments to enable us to do so (as required 
by the Church of England and the Government).    
 

We want to be able to keep our Churches open for private prayer and worship, and can only 
do this with your co-operation in following these guidelines.   
 

There are new guidelines for places of worship that have been issued by the Government this 
week, which the Church of England are going through to amend their existing guidelines on 
their website, and any changes that are made will be implemented in the coming days as we 
receive them. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in enabling us to offer private prayer and services. 
 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering 
online services and prayers. 
Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk 
For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or  
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up 
 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 

☎244373     Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 
The deadline for entries is 1200 each Wednesday 

This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go 
to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373 (opening 
hours as above) 

 

PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES 
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be prayed for, 
or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone 
on 01242 244373.    You can of course, speak to any of the clergy or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on 
your behalf.    We only ever put someone’s first name on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then 
remain on the list for a period of three months.  After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted 
Kate or a member of clergy to ask to stay on for another three month period. 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Monday Club -suspended Uckington Village Hall 
1000 Prestbury URChins - suspended Prestbury URC 
 

TUESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER  
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In - suspended St Mary’s 
1030-1200 Chatterbox - suspended St Lawrence 
1100 Tea with Tom Online via Zoom 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
  

WEDNESDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER Ember Day 
0945 Bible Study - suspended 320 Prestbury Road 
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer St Lawrence 
1230 Soup Lunch - suspended All Saints 
1600-1900 Church open for Private Prayer All Saints 
1900 Russian Orthodox Akathist Service - suspended All Saints 
1900-2100 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary Magdalene 
1930 Prestbury APCM St Nicolas 
2030 Evening Prayer with a Celtic Flavour with Rev Mary Bowden Online 
 

THURSDAY 24th SEPTEMBER  
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer All Saints 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
 

FRIDAY 25th SEPTEMBER Lancelot Andrewes, bishop, spiritual writer, 1626 
   Sergei of Radonezh, monastic reformer, teacher of the faith, 1392 
   Ember Day 
0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000 Prestbury Friday Circle - suspended Prestbury URC 
 

SATURDAY 26th SEPTEMBER Wilson Carlile, founder of the Church Army, 1942 
   Ember Day 
 0900-1300 Church open for Private Prayer St Mary’s 
1000-1200 Church open for Private Prayer All Saints 
1730 Said Eucharist - suspended St Mary’s 
  
SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 16th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Continuing online services: 
0930 Celebrate! Online Online 
1030 Team Service Online 
Services in our churches: 
0800 Said Mass All Saints 
0800 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 
0915 Said Holy Communion St Lawrence 
0930 Said Eucharist St Nicolas 
1030 Said Mass All Saints 
1045 Said Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
1100 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 
1630 Celebrate! (pre-book only) St Mary’s 
1830 Evening Prayer St Mary’s 
1830 Said Evening Prayer and Benediction All Saints 
1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 


