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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time.  If you would like a quiet personal 
chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894.  If 
you don’t get an immediate reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you. 

 

This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 26th April 2020:  
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples    with the sight of the risen Lord: give us 
such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve 
you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen.  
 
 
 
 

First Reading Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,  
 
36 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
Messiah  this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about 
three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
 
 
Second Reading 1 Peter 1: 17-23 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
 
22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
 
 



Alleluia!  [Alleluia!  Alleluia!]  
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
Alleluia!  [Alleluia!  Alleluia!]   
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel  Luke 24: 13-35 
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger 
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, 
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.  Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they 
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 
 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: open the eyes of our 
faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.    Amen 
 

For your Prayers 
 

For those at All Saints: 
Our prayers are asked for: William (age 11) and his family, Sandra and her son,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd 
Howard,    Father Mike,     Terry,    Josephine,    Mark,   Colin,   Nicola,   June,   Fr William,   Sasha,   Shari,   
Anne 
 
Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
26th Susan Taylor,    Sue Eldridge 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
27th Joseph Lay,    Kitty Boss,    John Rickards,    Mary Towner 
28th Bessie Surman,    Norman Taylor,     Gladys Davis 
29th Elizabeth Trutch 
May 
2nd Donald Hargreaves 



 
For those at St Mary’s: 
Our prayers are asked for:   William (age 11) and his family,   Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Paul,   Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,  Colin,   Barry and family,  Steve, Emma and family,   Keith and 
Lorna,  Margaret,  Stephen,   Lucy and boys,  Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,    Hazel,   Di,    Tracey,   Sue,   Val,   
Alexandra,   Baby Elizabeth,   Laura and George,  David and Maria,   Wendy,    Kevin and family,   Ken,   John 
,     

For those at St Nicolas: 
Our prayers are asked for : William (age 11) and his family,    Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father 
Mike,   Martyn,    Carolyn  
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
26th Mavis Butler,   Philip Morse,   Winifred Kimbell,   Jaqueline Abell 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
27th Winifred Roots 
28th Elsie Yeo,   Roger Davis,   Ralph Pickford 
29th Sophie Fairbairn,   Maud Baghot de la Bere,   Florence Challenger,   Bryan Coldrick,   Dorothy Smith 
30th James Eyre,   Melanie White,   Mary Meredith,   Gwenda Shorney,   Helen Culley,   Leslie Gordon Sheen,   

Nancy Weeks 
May 
1st Doris Barber,   Clifford Jones,   Frederick BRIAN Collins 
2nd Arthur Lloyd,   Emily Hill,   Olwen Bennett,   Mary Herbert,   Rosalind Schaschke 
 
For those at St Lawrence: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    Mason and Steph,   Marion,   
Pat Eady and family,    Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike,    Geoffrey and Caroline,    Soo and 
Ray,   Rose 
 
 

For those at St Mary Magdalene: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    Lyubov,   Revd Elizabeth and 
Revd Howard,   Harold,   Ken,   Father Paul,   Jane,   Father Mike,   Jean and Eric,   Nerys,   Soo,   Paul,   Pat 
Eady and family,   Pauline,   Kathleen,    Margery,   Sally,   Michelle 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember all those who 
live in Moat Lane (St Magdalene) and Tewkesbury Road, The Firs and The Runnings (St Lawrence and St 
Peter’s). 
 

Please also pray for: All key workers (and their families) in our country at the current time.  All the NHS 
workers, the care workers, shop workers, Emergency services, Farmers, Teachers, Postal Workers, Lorry 
driver and delivery people, cleaners, refuse workers, military, funeral directors and our clergy and all those 
who are fighting COVID 19 
 
 
 
 

Those who have died recently in the Benefice:  
Mark Hancox,   Diane French,    Carolyn Evans,   Anthony Jefferies,   Vera Ford,    Brenda White,   
Heather Bozzard,   Brenda Watson,    Charles France    and those who mourn their deaths.   
And in addition:  Nigel Marriott,   Jennie,    Jane Davies  
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s readings 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Eucharist Evensong 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 Haggai 1: 13-2:9 
1 Peter 1: 17-23 1 Corinthians 3 :10-17 
Luke 24: 13-35 
 

 
 



SUNDAY 26th APRIL 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 
0930 Celebrate! Online Online 
1030 Team Service Online 
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

STREAMING OF SERVICES 
 

There will be two services streamed this Sunday: 
 

9.30 am:  Celebrate! Online  
10.30 am:  A team service led by Father Robert, with assistance from Deacon Jennifer, Fiona Dunley and 

Joanna Porter (all from their own houses) 
 

Please do not attend church, as the doors remain locked, these services are for viewing from 
your home only! 

 

To access these services, please follow the link below 
 

Our Website - https://live.northchelt.org.uk/ 
 
The service will also be streamed on You Tube and Facebook as previously. 
 
 

‘Like’ the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  
 
 

Recordings of services in the NCTM 
Please ‘subscribe’ to our You Tube channel – this is free and we will try and put all recordings on here: 
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 
 
For those who don’t have internet, you are able to listen to the service as follows (if you are receiving this 
and know of someone without internet please do pass this information on to them): 
 
Instructions as follows: 
1. Call the number 0208 080 6591 
2. Wait for it to answer, then enter the meeting ID 939 8454 5937 followed by the # key  
3. It will ask you for a participant ID, simply press # again 
4. You need to enter the password 123456 followed by the # key 
5. You should then be connected to the audio 
 
 
 
Bible study on line: 20.30 on Fridays 

From this week we plan to try out Bible study on line, adapting the ancient monastic practice of 
Lectio Divina, or holy reading using Zoom (instructions will be available if you haven't used it before). Lectio 
Divina gives us a structure for reading and listening to a biblical text a number of times, reflecting on it and 
sharing personal responses. Because it's quite structured, it should work well on Zoom.. Rev Mary will be 
leading and we will be focusing over the next few weeks on some of the Resurrection appearances, allowing 
time for the familiar stories to speak to us for today, whatever today may look like.  
More information is available from Rev Mary (see below) and on the NCTM 
website (www.northchelt.org.uk)  in a note produced by Exeter cathedral which will provide us with a good 
starting point for this new spiritual adventure.  
The first study was on Friday 24 April at 20.30. If you would like to join in (no pressure to speak: you can 
just be there - we will all be learning how to do this!).please contact Rev Mary on 07921 315894 
or mary.bowden@northchelt.org.uk so that we can send you the information you will need to log into the 
Zoom meeting. 
    
 



WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE YOU DOING AT HOME 
Please send us photos of activities you are doing with your children and families, together with a brief 
explanation and names, if you would be happy for us to use them on our News Sheet (currently being 
distributed by email).   You can either email these to me at news@northchelt.org.uk or you can join us on 
‘What’s App’ – see below. 
When you send these in, please could you confirm that you are happy for us to use these on our News 
Sheet (we would only ever use first names for this).  Please can you also confirm whether you are happy for 
us to use the photos (no names) on public social media and streams.    
We look forward to hearing from you.   Kate Bestwick 
 

Please use news@northchelt.org.uk to send us information 
about what you are doing and how you are keeping busy at 

this time – we would love to be able to share this with 
others – to keep us all in touch with those we miss seeing  

on a day to day basis. 
 

 
 
 
 

At this difficult and uncertain time for us all, when we are 
unable to meet together we are grateful to be able to bring 
you services online via You Tube and Facebook to keep our 
churches going.   It has been a very steep learning curve for 
many to bring these ‘virtual’ services to you, not just for us 
providing them to you, but for those of you who have had 
to get to grips with the various Social Media platforms that we are now using.  A lot of hard work and 
planning goes into these services with thanks to many people behind the scenes, setting up service sheets, 
choosing hymns, playing the music and singing, finding people to do the readings and helping with recording, 
putting videos together uploading these and then editing them.    A big thank you must go to Matthew 
Wilson, who is also running his own company while helping us so magnificently, whose knowledge and 
background in video production and social media have been instrumental in enabling all of this and supporting 
the clergy and others in creating these services for you – a big thank you also goes to his wife Zoe and 
children John and Mark for supporting him through this while he is still holding down a full-time job.  (Picture 
above of Matthew and Adam at the beginning of the ‘lockdown’ before the churches were closed). 
 

Below are some messages of thanks that have been posted on our various platforms: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Very uplifting service by 
Fr Nick. Thank you for 
the excellent sermon 
Linda and the readings 
and prayers by Stephen 

and Mary. 
 

Excellent 
sermon Linda, 

thank you. 

Thank you for 
including Footprints, 
always reassuring x 

 

Thank you Fr Nick and 
Linda for the sermon 

and Mary for the 
prayers. 

 



Here is the picture of the Footprints poem (one of my favourites) made by my grandchildren, Matthew, 
Sophie and Demi as a Christmas present 2 years ago.   Each of them drew around their foot and wrote part 
of the Footprints poem in each ‘foot’.   They were then stuck on a piece of card and sand stuck on the 
background and framed - it hangs in my lounge where I can always see it. Mary 
 
Footprints in the Sand 
  

One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the 
sand, 
One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 
After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 
You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most 
troublesome times of my life, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 
Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 
When you saw only one set of footprints, 
It was then that I carried you.” 
 

 Margaret Bell social distancing and ‘paying’ Karen for her 
shopping  
 
 
 

David and 
Diane have 
created a 
wonderful 

prayer space 
at the 

entrance to 
St Mary’s 
Church. It 
would be 
lovely to 
cover the 
gates with 

flowers and 
prayers. If 

you can pass 
the church 

safely as part of your daily exercise, you are warmly invited 
to attach a flower or a prayer card made at home. Social 

distancing needs to be observed, of course. Diane has kindly attached some hand sanitiser to the gates. 
 
 

 



 
For those of you who have asked about 
the statue in the Team Eucharist: 
 
The Madonna and Child statue at the 
current Rectory in Tatchley Lane was 
carved in the 1830s and moved in 1955 
from the niche above the front door at the 
former vicarage in Deep Street known as 
'Three Queens'. You can see the space 
where it once was! 
 
Father Nick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*   ST NICOLAS   * 
DATE FOR THE DIARY 
At St Nicolas, later this year on Monday 21st September, we shall be celebrating 50 years since our church 
was dedicated. There will be a service led by Bishop Rachel. Further details of other activities will appear in 
due course. 
 
 

*   ST MARYS   * 
 

PRESTBURY MAGAZINE 
We cannot print the Prestbury Parish Magazine for April at the moment.  For those of you with access to 
the internet a PDF version can be found at http://www.prestbury.net/magazine.  If anyone would like a PDF 
version of the magazine emailing to them then please let Kate know on admin@northchelt.org.uk. 
 

 

NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS 
 

Due to the current guidelines from the Church of England regarding funerals, and also the 
guidelines of the Crematorium, we ask that you all remain at home as per the Government 
guidelines and light a candle at the time of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer 
(please see our website for some prayers you may wish to use).  We are offering all families who 
have lost loved ones at this time a memorial service in the future if they so wish.  Please also remember at this 
difficult time for many the families and friends, who are mourning loved ones, as well as the Funeral Directors 
who are dealing with arranging funerals under difficult circumstances, and the clergy who are supporting those 
in mourning.  

 
The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England advice - which can be found at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 23rd March the Archbishops and Bishops of 
the Church of England of Canterbury have closed all churches to anyone, including all clergy.   We are 
endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering online services 

and prayers. 
 

Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk 
 

For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or  
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up 

 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
 
MONDAY  27th APRIL Christina Rossetti, poet,1894 
1000-1200 Monday Club -suspended Uckington Village Hall 
1000 Prestbury URChins - suspended Prestbury URC 
1500 Funeral of Vera Ford Cheltenham Crematorium 
 
TUESDAY 28th APRIL Peter Chanel, missionary, martyr, 1841 
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In - suspended St Mary’s 
1030-1200 Chatterbox - suspended St Lawrence 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
  
WEDNESDAY 29th APRIL Catherine of Siena, teacher of the faith, 1380 
0945 Bible Study - suspended 320 Prestbury Road 
1230 Soup Lunch - suspended All Saints 
1430 Funeral of Heather Bozzard Cheltenham Crematorium 
1900 Russian Orthodox Akathist Service - suspended All Saints 
2030 Evening Prayer with a Celtic Flavour with Rev Mary Bowden Online 
 

THURSDAY 30th APRIL Pandita Mary Ramabai, translator, 1922 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
 

FRIDAY 1st MAY Philip and James, Apostles 
1000 Prestbury Friday Circle - suspended Prestbury URC 
1300 Funeral of Diane French Cheltenham Crematorium 
 
SATURDAY 2nd MAY Athanasius, bishop, teacher of the faith, 373  
1100 Cantate Domino Rehearsals - suspended St Nicolas 
1730 Said Eucharist - suspended All Saints  
  
SUNDAY 3rd MAY 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
0930 Celebrate! Online Online 
1030 Team Service Online 
 
 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 

☎244373     Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 
The deadline for entries is 1200 each Wednesday 

This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373 (opening hours as above) 
 

PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES 
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be 
prayed for, or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, 
admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone on 01242 244373.    You can of course, speak to any of the clergy 
or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on your behalf.    We only ever put someone’s first name 
on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then remain on the list for a period of three months.  
After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted Kate or a member of clergy to ask to 
stay on for another three month period. 
 


