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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time.  If you would like a quiet personal 
chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894.  If 
you don’t get an immediate reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you. 

 

This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 5th April 2020:  
Palm Sunday 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 

The Blessing of the Palms 
 
Reading Psalm 118: 19-24 
 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the LORD. 
 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
the righteous shall enter through it. 
 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. 
 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 
it is marvellous in our eyes. 
 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL       Matthew 21: 1-11 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 
a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through 
the prophet, saying, 
 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 



branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were 
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
THE COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race    sent your Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the 
example    of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and for 
ever.    Amen. 
 
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

4 The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
    the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
    wakens my ear 
    to listen as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious, 
    I did not turn backwards. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
    from insult and spitting. 
 
7 The Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8     he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me. 
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty? 
 
Second Reading Philippians 2: 5-11 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 



    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and given him the name that is above every name. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 
 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 26:14: -end of Chapter 27 
 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you 
give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to 
look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make 
the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 
‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 So the 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;[c] 21 and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I 
tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after 
another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, 
“Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the[d] covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, 
 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 

32 But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Though all become 
deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, 
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with 
you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 



me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray 
that you may not come into the time of trial;[e] the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he 
went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.” 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 
“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck 
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; 
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, 
which say it must happen in this way?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you 
did not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then 
all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the 
elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; 
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the 
whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they 
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow 
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” 62 The high priest stood up and 
said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high 
priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
From now on you will see the Son of Man 
    seated at the right hand of Power 
    and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
 

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You 
have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they 
spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!  Who is it that 
struck you?” 
 

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking 
about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, 
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After 
a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment 
the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me 
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 

27 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in 
order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
 

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus[a] was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they 
said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; 
and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put 
them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the 
potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to 



this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel 
had set a price, 10 and they gave[f] them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 
said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then 
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no 
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus[g] Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus[h] Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting 
on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I 
have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded 
the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what 
should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood;  see to it yourselves.” 25 Then 
the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for 
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 
whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and 
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 
away to crucify him. 
 

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified 
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots;[m] 36 then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 

38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests 
also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He 
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits who 
were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 
 

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[p] until three in the afternoon. 46 And about three 
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once 
one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But 
the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”[q] 50 Then Jesus cried again with a 
loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered 
the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was 
God’s Son!”  
 



55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had 
provided for him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 
Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So 
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 
 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will 
rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples 
may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception 
would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as 
you can.”  66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedience died on the cross 
for our salvation:  give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King,  to the glory of God 
the Father.  Amen. 
 
 
 

For your Prayers 
 

For those at All Saints: 
Our prayers are asked for: William (age 11) and his family, Sandra and her son,  Revd Elizabeth and Revd 
Howard,    Father Mike and Diane,     Terry,    Josephine,    Mark,   Colin,   Nicola,   June,   Fr William,   
Sasha,   Shari,   Anne 
 
Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Ida Butler,   Ivor Morris,   May Bell,   Norma Rees,   Kayleigh-Ann Palmer,   Lily-Rose Palmer,   Peter Harris 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
6th Victor Barnes,   Ellen Willsmer 
7th Edith Davison,   Chris Warlow 
8th Matthew Taylor 
9th Cheryl Curtis 
11th Dorothy Morris,   Joseph Timbrell,   Lesley-Anne Sayers,   Jean Elkin 
 

For those at St Mary’s: 
Our prayers are asked for:   William (age 11) and his family,   Roger and Gill,   Mary,   Paul,   Revd 
Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike and Diane,  Colin,   Barry and family,  Steve, Emma and family,   
Keith and Lorna,  Margaret,  Stephen,   Lucy and boys,  Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,    Hazel,   Di,    Tracey,   
Sue,   Val,   Alexandra,   Baby Elizabeth,   Laura and George,  David and Maria,   Wendy 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
Bob Lacey,   David Gregory,   Elsie Spong,   Terry Harvey,   Doreen Butler Suzette Binns 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
6th Ettie Tarling,   Mary Jones,   Pam Litlewood,   Susan Sansome,  Elizabeth Pullen 
7th Henry Gilder,   John Baghot de la Bere, priest,   Charles Baker, (priest),  John Packer,    
  Frederick Cresswell,   David Cresswell 
8th John Woodland,   Adelaide Allen,   Alex Maughan-Brown,   Eliza Dickson Barbara Denley,    
  Douglas Jones,    Grace Merrett 
9th George Chivers,   Norman Goodson,  Audrey Overill,  Georgette Paris,   Marion Richards,    
  Christine East 
10th Charles Savage,   Cath Thorne 
11th Harold Elwood,   Betty Derbyshire,   Harriet Pendry,   Ethel Watson,  Flo Jones,  Phyllis HELEN Taylor  



 
For those at St Nicolas: 
Our prayers are asked for : William (age 11) and his family,    Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father 
Mike and Diane,   Martyn,    Carolyn  
 

For those at St Lawrence: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    Mason and Steph,   Marion,   
Pat Eady and family,    Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike and Diane,    Geoffrey and Caroline,    
Soo and Ray 
 

For those at St Mary Magdalene: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    Lyubov,   Revd Elizabeth and 
Revd Howard,   Harold,   Ken,   Father Paul,   Jane,   Father Mike and Diane,   Jean and Eric,   Nerys,   Soo,   
Paul,   Pat Eady and family,   Pauline,   Kathleen,    Margery,   Sally,   Michelle 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we remember all those who 
live in The Green  (St Mary Magdalene) and Colletts Drive, Compton Road, Dark Lane and Deakin Close (St 
Lawrence and St Peter’s). 
 
 

Please also pray for: All key workers (and their families) in our country at the current time.  All the NHS 
workers, the care workers, shop workers, Emergency services, Farmers, Teachers, Postal Workers, Lorry 
driver and delivery people, cleaners, refuse workers, military, funeral directors and our clergy. 
 
 
 

Those who have died recently in the Benefice:  
Marjorie Thomas,     Beryl Nash,  Roy Lambert,   Brian Savory,   Stephen Murton,   Alison Warren,   
Anne Best,   David Axton,   Frederick Thomas Mitchell     and those who mourn their deaths.    
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s readings EASTER DAY 
Eucharist Evensong 
Acts 10: 34-43 Psalm 105 
Colossians 3: 1-4 Song of Solomon 3: 2-5; 8: 6-7 
John 20: 1-18 
 

 
 
 
A Donkey and a 
Horse for Palm 

Sunday  - taken at 
Processions last 

year in the NCTM 



SUNDAY 5th APRIL PALM SUNDAY 
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

STREAMING OF SERVICES 
 

There will be two services streamed this Sunday: 
 
9.30 am:  Celebrate! Online  
10.30 am:  A service for Palm Sunday from Father George’s home  
 

Please do not attend church, as the doors remain locked, these services are for viewing from your 
home only! 

 

To access these services, please follow the link below 
 

Our Website - https://live.northchelt.org.uk/ 
 
The service will also be streamed on You Tube and Facebook as previously. 
 
 

‘Like’ the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  
 
 

Recordings of services in the NCTM 
Please ‘subscribe’ to our You Tube channel – this is free and we will try and put all recordings on 
here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXFBBC7u3UGjC_2un67zvlQ   
If we can get 100 people to subscribe to our channel we could get a nice name for the link. 
 

For those who don’t have internet, you are able to listen to the service as follows (if you are receiving 
this and know of someone without internet please do pass this information on to them): 
 
Phone Audio Details 
1. Call the number 0208 080 6591 
2. Wait for it to answer, then enter the meeting ID 886 998 017 followed by the # key 
3. Maybe press # again 
4. Should then be connected to the audio 
 

 
Please see below for a couple of suggestions for you to make your own Palm Cross, which could be done either in the 
days leading up to Palm Sunday, or in the time just before the service begins at 10.30 am. 
 
 
What activities are you doing at home with your family? 
Please send us photos of activities you are doing with your children and families, together with a brief explanation and 
names, if you would be happy for us to use them on our News Sheet (currently being distributed by email).   You can 
either email these to me at admin@northchelt.org.uk or you can join us on ‘What’s App’ – see below. 
When you send these in, please could you confirm that you are happy for us to use these on our News Sheet (we 
would only ever use first names for this).  Please can you also confirm whether you are happy for us to use the photos 
(no names) on public social media and streams.    
We look forward to hearing from you.   Kate Bestwick 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Palm Crosses 
As most of you will have brought last year’s Palm Crosses to church to be turned into ash for Ash Wednesday we are 
aware that with the churches being closed, we aren’t able to provide these for you.  So please find below two ways 
you can make an alternative Palm Cross which you can use for the 10.30 am service this coming Sunday.  Once these 
have been ‘blessed’ a suggestion would be that you put these in your windows for people to see, much like the 
rainbow pictures that people are putting up and also the Teddy bears in the windows for people to ‘spot’ on their daily 
exercise.  

 
A rainbow cross 
A design by Grace, age 10, as seen on Celebrate! Online last Sunday.  Draw a cross 
on a piece of card or paper.  Then decorate it, either as Grace has done, or in your 
own way – there should be a cross template attached to the email for you to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A cross made out of paper 

This next idea is very simple and is achieved with a piece of A4 paper, a pair of scissors, 4 folds and on cut.  The 
instructions are below and there will also be a video on the North Cheltenham Team Ministry You Tube of Kate 
making this cross.  Again you could decorate this any way you would like to, either before folding and cutting it, or 
afterwards.  To watch this being made please follow this link: https://youtu.be/zB6XFcoqVUc  
 

Steps 

1. Fold the top corner down to the edge of the paper. 

 

 

 

2. Fold the top right corner down. 

 

 

3. Fold in half along a vertical line. 

 

 

4. Fold in half vertically again. 

 

 

5. Cut along the vertical line.  

 

1 

4 
5 

3 

2 



NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS 
 

Due to the current guidelines from the Church of England regarding funerals, and also the guidelines of 
the Crematorium, we ask that you all remain at home as per the Government guidelines and light a 

candle at the time of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer (see below)  We are offering all 
families who have lost loved ones at this time a memorial service in the future if they so wish.  Please also remember 
at this difficult time for many the families and friends, who are mourning loved ones, as well as the Funeral Directors 

who are dealing with arranging funerals under difficult circumstances, and the clergy who are supporting those in 
mourning.  

 
Dear God, 

Thank you for  (name), for all that they meant to me and to others. 
I so wanted to say goodbye, to be alongside my friends and family. 

Help me to know you are there, 
Holding all my hopes, 

Holding all those I Love, especially (name), 
And holding me this day. 

Be close with your peace and hope. 
Amen. 

 
Loving God, 

Life is so strange just now – I don’t know what to do. 
Comfort me with your presence, 

Be with all who grieve 
And give us strength and courage to face this and all the days ahead. 

Amen. 
 

God of love, 
Surround all those I love, 

Especially those I can no longer meet. 
Be light in my darkness, 

Be hope in my fear, 
Be love in every moment, 

And give me grace to face each day ahead. 
Amen. 

 

At the current time, following the complete closure of all churches, this is the guidance from the 
Church of England regarding funerals:  

 

Funerals may now only happen at the Crematorium or at the graveside. Only immediate family members can attend 
(if the crematorium allows) – that is, spouse or partner, parents and children, keeping their distance in the prescribed 
way. 

 

This is the current guidance from the Cheltenham Crematorium:  
Services at Cheltenham Crematorium during COVID-19 crisis 
The council continues to work hard to protect the community from the impact of the COVID-19 crisis. To make sure 
that the council can keep offering cremations as safely as possible during this difficult time, bereaved families will be 
able to choose from three options. 
Direct cremation with no attendance 
No mourners or officiant in attendance 
Webcasting and music available should families wish 
Direct cremation with officiant in attendance 
Officiant to be in attendance to conduct a service of no more than 15 minutes 
No mourners in attendance 
Webcasting and music available should families wish 
Direct cremation with outside service 
Hearse to park outside relevant chapel under the porte cochère where a 15 minute service can take place 
A maximum of 5 mourners can be in attendance 
Webcasting and music may not be available for services held before 7th April, due to the operation of two outside 
service locations prior to this date 
The chapel doors will remain closed until such time the funeral director is ready to bear the coffin direct to the 
catafalque 
No chapel staff will be in attendance at any time during the service 



Burials will be ‘graveside only’ with a maximum of 5 mourners to be in attendance. The interment will take place as 
soon as the coffin has been removed from the hearse. 
 

People are asked not to attend a funeral or visit any of our sites if they: 
 have not been specifically identified by the family for attendance; 
 have tested positively for coronavirus, or have any Covid-19 symptoms; 
 are self-isolating.  
 

Funeral directors are in regular contact with the council and can also be contacted for advice and information. 
 

Please note that this guidance is continually changing. 
 
LENT COURSE – TUESDAYS – Postponed due to the guidelines re the Coronavirus.  If you want to follow 
the weekly sessions all are included on the Liveability website: https://www.livability.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/Livability_Mental_Health_Booklet_v8-july18.pdf.   
Alternatively, if you would like a copy of this emailed, please contact Kate for this.    We know this is not the same as 
being together and we hope to resume the course later in the summer to complete it. 
 

*   ST NICOLAS   * 
DATE FOR THE DIARY 
At St Nicolas, later this year on Monday 21st September, we shall be celebrating 50 years since our church was dedicated. 
There will be a service led by Bishop Rachel. Further details of other activities will appear in due course. 
 
 

*   ST MARYS   * 
 

FOSM MURDER MYSTERY POSTPONED. 
Due to the predicted sharp rise in Coronavirus spread, the Friends of St Mary’s Committee has decided to 
postpone the play, “Who Dumped Humpty”, until further notice. 
For those who have paid for tickets, please contact David Lyle to advise on your wishes for the money.  
phone: 01242 570453  

email: friendsofstmarys@prestbury.net    David Lyle 
 
PRESTBURY MAGAZINE 
We cannot print the Prestbury Parish Magazine for April at the moment.  For those of you with access to 
the internet a PDF version can be found at http://www.prestbury.net/magazine.  If anyone would like a PDF 
version of the magazine emailing to them then please let Kate know on admin@northchelt.org.uk. 
The deadline for the May issue is Sunday 19 April and the theme is ‘Keeping Busy’. 
  
 

Some of the activities Matthew, Zoe, John and Mark are keeping busy while staying 
at home at the current time. 

  



*   OTHER NOTICES   * 
 

It is with great regret that Wintershall will not perform the Passion of Jesus live in London on 
the 10th of April 2020 or in Guildford on the 11th of April 2020. 
BUT we are excited to tell you, we have been thinking of a plan so as not to disappoint you. We are 
endeavouring to get rehearsal clips, interviews, stills, mobile phone videos from all the One Good Friday 
locations into a documentary of 2020, that we will livestream on our Facebook page on Good Friday at 12 
noon and again at 3 pm. This of course is pre-recorded but gives you an idea of the work we have all been 
doing to take this story into our streets. We will then follow it up with a repeat showing of last year’s 
performance.  
We will be back! The Passion of 2021 will be even bigger and better. Please pray for us as we pray for you. 
Thank you for your continuing support in us and we will keep you updated with further plans. 
God bless you all, keep safe, keep home, keep praying. 

 
 

The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England advice - which can be found at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 

 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 23rd March the Archbishops and Bishops of 
the Church of England of Canterbury have closed all churches to anyone, including all clergy.   We are 
endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various platforms and by offering online services 

and prayers. 
 

Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk 
 

For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or  
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up 

 
 
 
St Nicolas congregation outside the shops last year 
on Palm Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All Saints congregation outside Berkhampstead 
School last year on Palm Sunday. 
  



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
 
MONDAY 6th APRIL Monday of Holy Week 
1000-1200 Monday Club -suspended Uckington Village Hall 
1000 Prestbury URChins - suspended Prestbury URC 
 
TUESDAY 7th APRIL Tuesday of Holy Week 
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In - suspended St Mary’s 
1030-1200 Chatterbox - suspended St Lawrence 
 1400 Funeral of Stephen Murton Cheltenham Crematorium 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
1930 Lent Group - postponed St Nicolas 
  
WEDNESDAY 8th APRIL Wednesday of Holy Week 
0945 Bible Study - suspended 320 Prestbury Road 
1230 Soup Lunch - suspended All Saints 
1900 Russian Orthodox Akathist Service - suspended All Saints 
2030 Evening Prayer with a Celtic Flavour with Rev Mary Bowden Online 
 

THURSDAY 9th APRIL Maundy Thursday 
1130 Funeral of Gavin Harrison Cheltenham Crematorium 
1830 Evening Prayer with Father Robert Online 
2030 Maundy Thursday service led by Father Robert Online 
 

FRIDAY 10th  APRIL Good Friday 
1000 Prestbury Friday Circle - suspended Prestbury URC 
1030 Celebrate! Online for Good Friday Online 
1400 Good Friday Liturgy led by Father George Online 
 

SATURDAY 11th APRIL 
1100 Cantate Domino Rehearsals - suspended St Nicolas 
1730 Said Eucharist - suspended All Saints  
  
SUNDAY 12th APRIL EASTER DAY 
0930 Celebrate! Online Online 
1030 Team Easter Service Online 
 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 

☎244373     Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 
The deadline for entries is 1200 each Wednesday 

This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 
 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 01242 244373 (opening hours as above) 
 
PRAYER LISTS AT ALL CHURCHES 
If you would like to be prayed for by name on the service sheet, or know of someone who would like to be prayed for, 
or needs to be prayed for, please contact Kate at the office, either by email, admin@northchelt.org.uk or by telephone 
on 01242 244373.    You can of course, speak to any of the clergy or wardens at your church who will contact Kate on 
your behalf.    We only ever put someone’s first name on the prayer list, Any names added to the prayer list will then 
remain on the list for a period of three months.  After that time the name will be removed, UNLESS you have contacted 
Kate or a member of clergy to ask to stay on for another three month period. 
 


