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We realise you might be feeling lonely, isolated or anxious at this time.  If you 
would like a quiet personal chat on the phone with a member of the clergy please 
contact Revd Mary Bowden on 07921 315894.  If you don’t get an immediate 

reply please leave your name and number and Revd Mary will get back to you. 
 

This week’s readings, Collect and Post Communion Prayer 
      

Sunday 29th March 2020:  
5th Sunday of Lent 

 

Please use this service sheet in conjunction with the online Service booklet 
 

Today’s Collect 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross.   
Amen.  
 
First Reading  Ezekiel 37: 1-14 
37 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led 
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 
dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, 
you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath] in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 



live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 
Second Reading Romans 8: 6-11 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 
 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory. 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and given him the name that is above every name. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory. 
 

Gospel John 11: 1-45 
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his 
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 
 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying 



this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear 
me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 



strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him.  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers 
and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you 
were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and 
reign, now and for ever.   Amen 
 

For your Prayers 
 

For those at All Saints: 
Our prayers are asked for: William (age 11) and his family, Sandra and her son,  
Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,    Father Mike and Diane,     Terry,    Josephine,    
Mark,   Colin,   Nicola,   June,   Fr William Porter,   Sasha,   Shari 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
30th Lee Addis,    Anthony Maisey,   James Green 
April 
1st Muriel Hall,    Fred Taylor 
2nd Anthony Dowen,   Dorothy Todd 
3rd Albert Dowen 
4th George Taylor,     Robert Graham, priest 
 

For those at St Mary’s: 
Our prayers are asked for:   William (age 11) and his family,   Roger and Gill,   
Mary,   Paul,   Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father Mike and Diane,  Colin,   
Barry and family,  Steve, Emma and family,   Keith and Lorna,  Margaret,  Stephen,   
Lucy and boys,  Gerald,   Lorraine,   Pamela,    Hazel,   Di,    Tracey,   Sue,   Val,   
Alexandra,   Baby Elizabeth,   Laura and George,  David and Maria,   Wendy 
 

Those whose anniversary of death is today: 
William Parker,  Constance Ratcliff,  Charles Ellery,  Ins Gibson,  Eileen Allsopp,   
Peggy Ratcliffe  
 

Those whose anniversary of death is this week: 
30th Lucy Pleydell,   John Powell,   Baby Colby Ryan 
31st George Sumption,   James Riley,   Kathleen Ashton,   Joyce Laurenti,   

Henry Barrington,   David Jones 
April  1st Samuel Edward,  Frank Green 
2nd Caroline Cluer,   Charles Robinson,   John Venn,   Anne Smith 
  Bobby Barnard,   Maisie Kennedy 
3rd Catherine Pickering,   Norman Rosser,   Laurence Keen,   Daisy Edgley 
  Beatrice Nalder,   Dorothy Thompson,   Laura Urling Smith,    



Ronald Piff,   Peter Wood 
4th Cyril Sweeney,   Nancy Harding,   Betty Williams,   Maud Robinson,    

Sheila Chivers,   Violet Philpot,   Margaret Holland 
For those at St Nicolas: 
Our prayers are asked for : William (age 11) and his family,    Revd Elizabeth and 
Revd Howard,   Father Mike and Diane,   Martyn,    Carolyn  
 

For those at St Lawrence: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    Mason 
and Steph,   Marion,   Pat Eady and family,    Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Father 
Mike and Diane,    Geoffrey and Caroline,    Soo and Ray 
 

For those at St Mary Magdalene: 
Pray for all who suffer in mind or body:  William (age 11) and his family,    
Lyubov,   Revd Elizabeth and Revd Howard,   Harold,   Ken,   Father Paul,   Jane,   
Father Mike and Diane,   Jean and Eric,   Nerys,   Soo,   Paul,   Pat Eady and family,   
Pauline,   Kathleen,    Margery,   Sally,   Michelle 
 

We pray for our families, friends and neighbours; in our cycle of prayer, we 
remember all those who live in Homecroft Drive  (St Mary Magdalene) and 
Windyridge Gardens, Windyridge Road and Worcester Street (St Lawrence and St 
Peter’s). 
 
 

Please also pray for: All key workers (and their families) in our country at 
the current time.  All the NHS workers, the care workers, shop workers, 
Emergency services, Farmers, Teachers, Postal Workers, Lorry driver and 
delivery people, cleaners, refuse workers, military, funeral directors and our 
clergy. 
 
 
 

Those who have died recently in the Benefice:  
Marjorie Thomas,     Beryl Nash,  Roy Lambert,   Brian Savory,    
Stephen Murton,   Alison Warren,   Anne Best,   David Axton     and those 
who mourn their deaths.    
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s readings PALM SUNDAY 
Eucharist Evensong 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Matthew 21: 1-11 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50: 4-9a Isaiah 5 :1-7 
Philippians 2: 5-11 Matthew 21: 33-end 
Matthew 26: 14 – end of Ch 27 
 



SUNDAY 29th MARCH 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

*   TEAM NOTICES    * 
 

LIVE STREAMING 
 

It is our intention to live stream a service this coming Sunday. As the churches 
are now closed, this will be streamed from Father Robert’s home.  Please bear 

with us while we do our best! This service will take place at 10.30 am 
Please do not attend church, as the doors remain locked, these 

services are for viewing from your home only! 
 

To access this service, please follow one of the links as below:  
 

You Tube - https://youtu.be/6siA5wM1VdQ 
 

Facebook 
- https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/posts/231473131
8824082 
 

Our Website - https://live.northchelt.org.uk/ 
 

For those who don’t have internet, you are able to listen to the service as 
follows (if you are receiving this and know of someone without internet please 
do pass this information on to them): 
Phone Audio Details 
1. Call the number 0208 080 6591 
2. Wait for it to answer, then enter the meeting ID 698 938 869 followed by 

the # key 
3. Maybe press # again 
4. Should then be connected to the audio 
 

‘Like’ the NCTM team page on Facebook to be notified when broadcasts start: 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/  

 

 
NOTICE ABOUT FUNERALS 

 

Due to the current guidelines from the Church of England regarding 
funerals, and also the guidelines of the Crematorium, we ask that 

you all remain at home as per the Government guidelines and light a 
candle at the time of the funeral as listed on this sheet and say a prayer (see 
below)  We are offering all families who have lost loved ones at this time a 
memorial service in the future if they so wish.  Please also remember at this 

difficult time for many the families and friends who are mourning loved ones, as 
well as the Funeral Directors who are dealing with arranging funerals under 
difficult circumstances and the clergy who are supporting those in mourning.  



Dear God, 
Thank you for  (name), for all that they meant to me and to others. 
I so wanted to say goodbye, to be alongside my friends and family. 

Help me to know you are there, 
Holding all my hopes, 

Holding all those I Love, especially (name), 
And holding me this day. 

Be close with your peace and hope. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loving God, 
Life is so strange just now – I don’t know what to do. 

Comfort me with your presence, 
Be with all who grieve 

And give us strength and courage to face this and all the days ahead. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God of love, 

Surround all those I love, 
Especially those I can no longer meet. 

Be light in my darkness, 
Be hope in my fear, 

Be love in every moment, 
And give me grace to face each day ahead. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 



At the current time, following the complete closure of all churches, 
this is the guidance from the Church of England regarding funerals:  

 

Funerals may now only happen at the Crematorium or at the graveside. Only 
immediate family members can attend (if the crematorium allows) – that is, 
spouse or partner, parents and children, keeping their distance in the 
prescribed way. 

 

This is the current guidance from the Cheltenham Crematorium:  
Services at Cheltenham Crematorium during COVID-19 crisis 
The council continues to work hard to protect the community from the impact 
of the COVID-19 crisis. To make sure that the council can keep offering 
cremations as safely as possible during this difficult time, bereaved families will 
be able to choose from three options. 
Direct cremation with no attendance 
No mourners or officiant in attendance 
Webcasting and music available should families wish 
Direct cremation with officiant in attendance 
Officiant to be in attendance to conduct a service of no more than 15 minutes 
No mourners in attendance 
Webcasting and music available should families wish 
Direct cremation with outside service 
Hearse to park outside relevant chapel under the porte cochère where a 15 
minute service can take place 
A maximum of 5 mourners can be in attendance 
Webcasting and music may not be available for services held before 7th April, 
due to the operation of two outside service locations prior to this date 
The chapel doors will remain closed until such time the funeral director is 
ready to bear the coffin direct to the catafalque 
No chapel staff will be in attendance at any time during the service 
Burials will be ‘graveside only’ with a maximum of 5 mourners to be in 
attendance. The interment will take place as soon as the coffin has been 
removed from the hearse. 
 

People are asked not to attend a funeral or visit any of our sites if they: 
 have not been specifically identified by the family for attendance; 
 have tested positively for coronavirus, or have any Covid-19 symptoms; 
 are self-isolating.  
 

Funeral directors are in regular contact with the council and can also be 
contacted for advice and information. 
 
Please note that this guidance is continually changing. 

 
 
 



Recordings of services in the NCTM 
Please ‘subscribe’ to our You Tube channel – this is free and we will try and put 
all recordings on here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXFBBC7u3UGjC_2un67zvlQ   
If we can get 100 people to subscribe to our channel we could get a nice name 
for the link. 
 
What activities are you doing at home with your family? 
Please send us photos of activities you are doing with your children and 
families, together with a brief explanation and names, if you would be happy for 
us to use them on our News Sheet (currently being distributed by email).   You 
can either email these to me at admin@northchelt.org.uk or you can join us on 
‘What’s App’ – see below. 
When you send these in, please could you confirm that you are happy for us to 
use these on our News Sheet (we would only ever use first names for this).  
Please can you also confirm whether you are happy for us to use the photos 
(no names) on public social media and streams.    
We look forward to hearing from you.   Kate Bestwick 

 
LENT COURSE – TUESDAYS – Postponed due to the guidelines re 
the Coronavirus.  If you want to follow the weekly sessions all are included on 
the Liveability website: https://www.livability.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/Livability_Mental_Health_Booklet_v8-july18.pdf.   
Alternatively, if you would like a copy of this emailed, please contact Kate for 
this.    We know this is not the same as being together and we hope to resume 
the course later in the summer to complete it. 
 



EASTER LILIES AND EASTER FLOWERS   
To those who have already contributed, please contact me at the Office, or as below 
and this can either be returned to you or kept for a future time.  
ST NICOLAS – Janet White 
ST LAWRENCE – Joan Howse, Tel: 513573  
ST MARY MAGDALENE – Mary Williams 
ST MARY’S – Diane Singleton 
ALL SAINTS: Phil Gray if you would like a refund, otherwise money will be held 
and used for commemorative lilies at All Saints/All Souls Days. 
 

SEDER MEAL – Thursday 9th April 2020 at 7.00 pm at Gas Green Baptist 
Church  Postponed until later in the year – more details in the future. 
 

*   ST LAWRENCE   * 
 

Cake Day and Coffee 
Morning, Saturday 4th 
April 2020 – Sadly this 
event is cancelled due to 
the guidelines re the 
Coronavirus.  Mary did 
make some little Easter 
gifts for this coffee morning 
which are pictured here for 
sale.  If you would like to 
buy any, the cost of each is 
£2, or a donation.  The 
chicks and rabbits have 

creme eggs in them and mini eggs in the baskets and bags.  
If you are interested please let Kate know on 01242 244877 
or by email: admin@northchelt.org.uk and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*   ST NICOLAS   * 
DATE FOR THE DIARY 
At St Nicolas, later this year on Monday 21st September, we shall be celebrating 
50 years since our church was dedicated. There will be a service led by Bishop Rachel. 
Further details of other activities will appear in due course. 
 
 



*   ST MARYS   * 
 

FOSM MURDER MYSTERY POSTPONED. 
Due to the predicted sharp rise in Coronavirus spread, the Friends 
of St Mary’s Committee has decided to postpone the play, “Who 
Dumped Humpty”, until further notice. 
For those who have paid for tickets, please contact David Lyle to 

advise on your wishes for the money.  phone: 01242 570453  
email: friendsofstmarys@prestbury.net    David Lyle 

 
 
Things Sophie and Kate have done while 
staying at home this week – planting 
sunflower seeds.  We also planted 
strawberry plants (bought before we were 
asked to stay at home) and some carrot 
seeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The North Cheltenham Team Ministry is following current Church of England 
advice - which can be found at https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 23rd March 
the Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England of Canterbury 

have closed all churches to anyone, including all clergy.   We are 
endeavouring to keep in contact with you all through various 

platforms and by offering online services and prayers. 
 

Please keep checking our website: www.northchelt.org.uk 
 

For further information, please email admin@northchelt.org.uk or  
call 01242 244373 and leave a message and this will be picked up 

 
 
 



THIS WEEK’S DIARY DATES 
 
MONDAY 30th  MARCH  
1000-1200 Monday Club -suspended Uckington Village Hall 
1000 Prestbury URChins - suspended Prestbury URC 
 
TUESDAY 31st  MARCH John Donne, priest, poet, 1631 
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In - suspended St Mary’s 
1030-1200 Chatterbox - suspended St Lawrence 
1930 Lent Group - postponed St Nicolas  
  
WEDNESDAY 1st APRIL 
    Frederick Denison Maurice, priest, teacher of the faith, 1872 
0945 Bible Study - suspended 320 Prestbury Road 
1230 Soup Lunch - suspended All Saints 
1900 Russian Orthodox Akathist Service - suspended All Saints 
 

THURSDAY 2nd APRIL  
1130 Funeral of Brian Savory St  Lawrence 
1530 Graveside funeral of David Axton St Mary’s 
 

FRIDAY 3rd APRIL  
1000 Prestbury Friday Circle - suspended Prestbury URC 
1100 Funeral of Roy Lambert Cheltenham Crematorium 
1200 Lent Lunch – suspended  St Lawrence 
1400 Funeral of Marjorie Thomas Cheltenham Crematorium 
 

SATURDAY 4th APRIL 
1100 Cantate Domino Rehearsals - suspended St Nicolas 
1730 Said Eucharist - suspended St Mary’s  
  
SUNDAY 5th APRIL PALM SUNDAY 
 

This news sheet is produced by the North Cheltenham Team Ministry Office    
The office is open:  Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 

☎244373     Email: admin@northchelt.org.uk 
The deadline for entries is 1200 each Wednesday 

This news sheet is available electronically. To sign up to receive it by email, please 
go to: www.northchelt.org.uk/news 

 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings may be arranged at the Team Office on 
01242 244373 (opening hours as above) 


